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The Epiſtle, 


and many Travellers live in diſdaine of Women; the reaſon i, 
for that their affettions are ſo poyſoned with the haynous evils 
of unconflant Fomen, which they happen to be acquainted with 
in their Travel: : for it deth ſo cloy their ſtomackes, that they 
cenſure hardly of women ever afterwards: wronged Mex will 
zot be tongue-tyed: therefore if you doe ill, you muſt not thinke 
to heaxe well, for although the world be bad, yet its not come to 
that paſſe that men ſhould beare with all the bad conditions that 
are in ſomewomen. 

I know 1 ſhall be bitten by many, becauſe Itouch many . but 
before 1 goe any further, let me whiſper one word in your eaves, 
and that u this, Whatſeever you thinke privately, 1wifh you 
to conceale it with ſilence , leſt in ſtarting up to finde fault, you 

prove Ls os guiltte of theſe monſtroms accuſations, which 
are here following againſt ſome Women,and theſe which ſparne, 
if they feele themſelves touched, prove themſelves ſtarke fooles 
in bewraying their galled backes tothe world: for this Booke 
zourheth noſort of women , but ſuch as when they heare it, will 
goe about to reproove it , For although in ſome part of thus Booke, 
I trip at your heeles, yet will 1 flay you by the hana, /o that you 
(ball not fall further than you are willing; althouzh 1 deale with 
36u after the manner of a ſhrew, which cannot otkeruiſe eaſe 
her curſt heart but with her unhappy tongue : If I be toocarneſt, 
beare with me 4 little, for my meaning ts not to ſpeake much 
of theſe that aregood, and 1 fhall ſpeake tos little of thoſe that 
ar' n:u2ht. but yet Iwillno; altogether condemme the bad, but 
hopins tobenter the good by the naughty examples of the bad:for 
tyere is nowomen ſo good, bit bath anc idle part or other in her, 
which may be amenaed, for the cleareſt River that s,hath ſome 
durt in the bottome : Jewels are all precious but net they are not 
a: of oneprice, nor all of out verine: Gold is not all of one pt- 
tare,nomre are women allofone diſpoſition; vomen are all ne- 
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TheEpiſtle. 
cefſarie evils,and yet not all given towickedneſſe : aud yet me- 
ny ſo bad, that in my conceit, if 1 would ſpeake the worſt that 
1 know by ſome women, 1 ſhould make their eares olow-that- 
heare me, end my tongue wouldbliſler to report it + but that it 
i 8 great diſcredit fey aman to beactounted for a Scold , for 
fſeolding u the manuer of Shrewes ; therefore Thad rather ag- 

ſwer them with ſilence which finde fault, than ſtrive towinne 
the Cucking=(toole from them, Now me thinkes, 7 heare ſome 
curious Dames give their raſh judgements,and ſuy,that1 having 
no wit, deſcant upon women which have mpre wit than Men, 
To anſwere you 4gaine tf 1 belye you judge me unkinde; hut if 
I ſpeake the truth, 7ſhaflve the better beleeved another time + 
and if I bad wrote never ſo well, it is impoſsible to pleaſe all, and 
ifnever ſo ill, yet 1ſhallpleaſe ſome, Let it be well or ill, 1 looke 

fer no pray ſe for my labony ; 1am weaned from my Mothers 
Teate and therefore never more to be fed with her Pap, where» 
fore [ay what you will ; for 1 will follow my owne veyne in unfol- 
ding every pleate, and (hewing every wrinkle of « womans dif? 
poſition, and tt I will not wade fo farre over the ſhoves but that 

I may returne ary; nor ſo farre in, but that 1 may eaſily eſcape 

out ; and yet for al{that, 1 muſt confe(ſe my ſclfe to bein fault, 

and that 1 have offended yeu beyond ſatisfaction for it is hard to 
give 4 ſuf cient recompence for a lender ; ara yet bereafier, if 
by meanes 1 cannot btarne your favour to be one of your Putpet- 
men, Jet you cawnoe denie me tut tobe one ef your Pariſh : and 
therefore if you pleaſe but toplace me zu the body of the Church, 
hereafter you fhall finde my devetionſo great towards you as he 
that kneeleti at the Chancell aoore, for I wrote this Booke with 
my hand,but not with my beart. 

 Indeede when 1 firft began 10 write ths Bo:ke ny wits were 
gone a pool. gathering, inſorach, that in a n:znner 1 forgot my 
ſelje, ani ſs inthe rough of my fury, I weed for ever to bean 
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open eerie unto women : bur when my furit was x little paſt, 
- Theganto conſider the blaſphemie of this infamous book againſt 
gonr Sexe, I then tooke my Pen, and car him in twentze pieces, 
and had it not beene for hurting my /elfe, 1 would haue cut 
mine owne fingers which held the Penne, Ana furthermore, for 
4 penance I doe crave that my ſelfe may bee 4 Iuage againſt my 
ſelfe, but yet afſure your ſelves, of all evils Iwill chuſe the leaſt, 
wherefore 1 chuſe rather to beare a Faggor, than burne by the 
Faggot. Tow may perceive the winae i turned into another 
doore, end that I began to be Sea-ficke, and yet not paſf halfe « 
mile on the [alt Water, and that my mouth hath uttered that in 
my fary which my heart never thought, and therefore 1con- 
Heſſe, that mey tongue hath gone beyond my nits: for I doe ſure 
miſe, that the ſawce which I have made, u t00 ſbarpe for your 
dyet, and the flowers which I hawvegathered, are too ftrong for 
Jour Noſes but if I had brought little Dogges from Iceland, or 
frne Glaſſes from Venice, them 1 am (ure that you would erther 
have wooed mee to have the or wiſhed to ſee them, But I will 
here conclude this firſt Evifele, praying you with patience ts 
heare the reſt; for if 1 off: nd you at the firſt, 1 will make you 4- 
merds at the left: end ſo 1leaveyouto lim whoſe Scat win 
Heaven and whoſe Foot-ſtoole is the Earth, 


Yours in the way of honelty, 


Joſeph Swetnam, 


Reade it ifyou plesſe, and like it as you liſt: Neither to the 
wiſeſt Clarke, mor yet tothe ftarkeſt Foole ; but untothe 


or4inary ſort of giddyaheedrd young men, I ſend this gree« 
ting. 


d F thou meane to ſee the Beare-bayting of Wo- 
Af $ men, then trudge to this Beare-garden apace,8& 
get in betimes,and view every Roome, where 
thou mayeſt beſt fit, for thine owne pleaſure, 
profit,and heartseaſe:and beare with my rude- 
nefle, if I chance to offend thee. But before I 
, 2: openthis Trunke fall of roraents againit wo- 
men, I thinke it were not amiſſe to reſemble thoſe which in old 
time did ſacrifice to Herewles ; for they uſed continually; firſt to 
whip all their Dogs out of their Cirtie:and ſo 1 thinke it — 
amiſſe to drive all the wonien out of my hearing, for doubt 

this little ſparke kindle into ſuch a flame,and rayſe ſo many ſting- 
ing Hornets humming about my cares, thatall the witI have 
will not quench the one,nor quict the other; for I feare that T have 
ſer downe morethan they will like of, and yet a great deale lefle 
than they deſerve : and for better proofe I refer1e my ſelfe to the 
jadgement of Men, which have more expericnce than my ſelfe , 
for [eſtceme little of the malice ot Women; for men will be per- 
{waded with reaſon, but women muſt be an{wered with falence; 
for I knov Wo.nen will barke more at me, than Cerberus three» 
headed Dog did at Hererles, when he came into Hell to fetch out 
the faire Proſerpina; and yet I charge them not now but with a 
Bul-ruſh, in re{pe&t of a iecond Booke which 1s almoſt ready : I 
doe no,y but fcare them with falſe fire, but my next Charge ſhall 
be 


To the Reader. 


be with Weapons, and my Larum with potyder and ſhot : for 
then wee will goe upon theſe venemous Adders, Serpents, and 
Snakes, and tread and tramplethem under our feete; for 1 have 
knowne many ſtung with ſome of theſe Scorpions, and therefore 
I warneall men to beware the Scorpionel know Women will bite 
chelip at me, and cenſure hardly of me, but I feare not the curſt 
Cow,for ſhe commonly hath ſhort hornes; let them cenſure of me 
whatthey will, for Imeanc notto make them my Indges, and if 
they ſhoottheir ſpite arme,they may hit themſelves, and ſo I will * 
ſmile atthem asat the fooliſh Fly, which burneth her ſelfein the 
Candle. And ſo fricndly Reader, if thou haſt any diſcretion ar all, 
thou mayſt take a happy example by theſe moſt laſcivious and 
eraftic, whoriſh, theeviſh and knaviſh Women, which were the 
cauſe of thisgmy idle time-ſpending ; and yet I haveno warrant 
to make thee beleeve this which I write to be true, But yet the 
ſimple Bec gathereth honey where the venemous Spider doth her 
poyſon. And {6 I will conclude leaſt thou have cauſe to ſay, that 
my Epiſtiesarc longer than my Booke;za Book I may call it I hope, 
without offence:forthe Colliar cals his herſca horſe,and the Kings 
great Steed is but a horſe. 
- If thou reade but t ing of a Booke, thou canft give no 
judgement of that whiclFinſueth ; therefore I ſay as the Fryer, 
who'in the midft of his Sermen ſayd often, that the beſt was be» 
hinde; And f@, if thoureade it all over, thou ſhalc not be deluded, 
for the beſt is behind. Ithinke I have ſhot ſo neare the white that 
ſome will account me a good Archer; And fo I pray thee to looke 
to thy feete,that thou runne not over thy ſhoocs,and ſo be paſt re- 
covery afore my ſecond Booke come. 


Cuar. I. 


Thy firſt Chapter ſheweth to what uſe Women were made : it 
alſo fheweth, that moſt of them degenerate from the uſe they 
were framed anto, by leading 4 proed, laxic, and idle life,to 
thegre at bipdrance of their poore Husbanas,,, 


Os ns deſcribetha VVornanthug: 

At the firſt begianing (ſaith he) a 

Woman was madeto be a helper 
unto man; and fo theyare' indeed, 
for ſho helperh'to ſpend and con- 
lf} fume that which man painefully 
SF] gecteth. Heealſo ſaith, That they 
were made of the Rib of aman;and 
that,their froward nature ſheweth, 
for a Rib isacrooked thing, good for nothing elſe; and 
Women are crooked by nature, for a ſmall occaſion will 
cauſe themo beangry. 

Againe,in a manner, ſhee was no ſooner made, but 
ſraight-way her minde was (ct upon miſcheefe; for by her 
aſpiring minde, and wanton will, the quickely procured 
Mans fall:and therefore ever ſince they are and have beene 
a woc unto Man,and follow the line of their firſt Leader, 

_ For, Ipray you, let us conſider the times paſt with the 
timepreſcnt;ficſt, that of Davidand Selemon; if they had 
occalien lo many hundred yeares agoe to cxclaime ſo 
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(2) | 
bitterly againft Women, for the one ef them ſayd, That it 
was betterto be adoore keeper, and better dwell in a D-n 
amongſt Lyons,than to be inthe houſe with afrowardand 
wicked VVoman.. And the other ſayd, That the climbing 
up of a ſandy hill toan aged man, was nothing ſo weart- 
ſome as to be troubled with a froward Woman; And fur- 
ther he ſaid; That the malice ofa beaſt, isnort like themalice 
ofa wicked Woman,nor that there is any thing more dane 
geraus thana Woman in her fury, 

The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being 
robbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all 
theſe are nothing ſo terrible as rhe fury of a Woman : A 
Bucke may be incloſedin a Parke, a bridle rules a Horſe, 
a Woltc may be tyed,a Tygar may be tamed; but a fro. 
ward Woman will never be tamed, no Spurre will make 
her goe, no bridle will hold her backe: for if a 
Woman hold an opinion, no man can draw her from 
it : tell her of her fault, ſhee will not beleeve that ſhe is 
in any fault: give her good counſel], but ſhee will not 
take it: if you doe but” looke after another Woman, 
thenſhe will be jealous: rhe more thow loveſt her, the 
more {hee will difdaine thee; andit thou threaten her, 
thenſhe will be angry; fatrer her, and then ſhee will be 
proud; and it thou forbcare her, it makethher bold : and 
iftbourhaſten her, then ſhee will rurne- eo aSerpent: 
ata word; a Woman will never forget aninjury, nor give 
thankes for a good turne, What wiſe man then will 
change gold for droſſe, pleaſhre for paine, a quiet life for 
wrangling brawles,from the which married menare never 
ree? 

\. Sa/ompn ſaith, That Women are like unto Wine, for 
that they will make mendrunke with their devices. 
= | Againe 
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Againe, intheirlove a woman 1s compared to a Pu- 
micc-ſtone, for which way ſoever you turne a Pumice» 
Rone, it is full of holes; even fo are VVomens hearts; for if 
love ſteale in at one hole,it ſteppethout at another,, 

They arc alſo compared unto a painted Shippe, which 
ſcemeth faire outwardly, and yer nothing bur Ballace 
within her ; orto the Idols in Spa/ze, which arc bravely 
gilt outwardly, and yet nothing but Lead within them ; 
or like unto the Sea, which at ſometimes is ſo calme, that 
a Cockeboate may ſafcly endure her,mightz but anona- 
oaine with outrage ſhe is ſu growne, that tt overwhelmeth 
theralleſt ſhip thart is, . | 

A froward Womanis compared to the Winde,' and a 
ſtill Woman unto the Sunne; for the Sunne and the Winde 
met a Traveller upon the way, and they layda Wager, 
which of them ſhould ger his Cloake from him firſt; then 
firſt che Winde begap boyſtrouſly roblow, but the more 
the Winde did blow,the more the Traveller wrapped and 

athered his Cloake about him z now when the Winde 
ddone what hee could, and was neverthe nearer, , then 
began the Sunne gently, to ſhine upon him, and he threw 
off, not onely his Cloake, butalſo his Har and Ierkin, This 
Morall theweth, that a VVoman with high words can get 
nothing atthe hands of her Husband, ncither by froward 
meanes; but by gentle and faire meanes fhee may get his 
heart bloud to doc her good; 

As Women are compared to many things z even fo 
many and many more troubles commeth gallopping 
after the heeles of a Woman, that young men before. 
hand doe notthinkeof; for the World is not made all 
of Oatmeale, nor all is not Gold that gliſtereth, nor 
the way to Heavenis not _— with Ruſhes; no more 
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is the Cradle of eaſe ina Womans Lappe. If thou wert 
2 Servant or in bondage before,yet when thou doeſt mar. 
ry, thy toyle is never the neerer ended, for eventhen and 
not before, thou doeſt chatigethy golden time foradroppe 
of Honey,which preſeatly afterwards turneth to be as bir- 
ter as Wormewood, 

Yet there are many young men which cudgelltheir wits, 
and beate their braities,; and ſpend all thei rimein the 
love of women; and ifthey get a ſmile, or a favonr at 
their Loves hand, they ſtraightway areſo raviſhed with 
joy, yeaſo much, that they thinke they have gotten God 
by the hand, but within a while after they will finde \ 
that they have bur the Divell by the foote. Aman may 
generally ſpeake of Women, that for thtEmoſt parr thou 
ſhale finde them difſembling in their deedes, and in afl 
their aQiotis ſubrilland darigeronsfor men tadeale with. 
all; for their faces are lures, their beaurics are aites, their 
lookes are nets, and their words charmes, andall tobring 
men to ruine. 
| omar OY That hee which hath 
« faire Wife, and a white horſe, fhall never bee with» 
out troubles; for a woman that hath a faire face, ir « 
is ever matche wich a cruel] heart, and the heavenly 
lookes with helliſhrhonghts, their modeſt countenance. | | 
with mercieffe mindes, for Women can both ſmoorh * 
and ſoothz they arc ſo cunning in their Art offlattery, as 
if they had beene bound Prentice to the Trade: they 
have Syrexs ſongs to allure vhee, and Circes cunning to 
inchamt thee » they beare'two tongues in one mouth 
like I#d4as, and two hearts in one breft like A/a2ws, the | 
one full of ſmiles, and the other full of frownes, and all 
to deceive the Gmple and plaine meaning Man; they 
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(5) 
can with the Sezyre, out of one mouth, blow both hot and 
cold, 

And what of all this > Why nothing butto tell thee, 
thata woman is better loſt than found, bctter forſaken, 
thay raken, Saint Pew ſaith, Thar they which warry, 
doe well, but he alſo ſaith, that they which warry nor, 
doe better: and he (no doubt) was well adviſed what 
he ſpake. Then, if thou be wiſe, keepe thy head our otthe 
halter, and take heede before thou have cauſe to curſe 
thy hard pennyworth,or wiſh the P rieſt ſpeechleſſe which 
knit the knor, 

The Philoſophers whichlived in old time, their opini- 
ons were ſo hard of Marriage, that they never delighted 
therein: for one of them being asked, why hee marryed 
not > He anſwered that it was too ſoone: and afterwards, 
when he was 61d, he was asked the ſame queſtion, and he 
fayd then, it was to@ late. And further he fayd, That a 
marryed man hath but two good dayes ro be Jooked for, 
that is, the Marriage day, and the day of his wives death; 
for a woman will feede thee with honey, and poy fonthee 
withgall, Diogenes was ſo dogged, that hee abhorred all 
Women,and A#g#//xc withed,that he had lived witckfle, 
and dyed childlefſe. 

Ona time oneasked Focrates, whethcr hee were better 
to taarry, or to live ſingle > And he made anſweregwhich 
ſoever thou doeſk, it will repentthee : for if thou marrieſt 
not, thenthoy wilt live diſcontented,, and dyc without 
iſſuc, and ſo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſſe thy goods: 
and if thou doeſt marry, thou ſhale have continuall vex» 
ations; her Dowry will be often cait.in thy diſh, it ſhee 
doe bring wealth with her. Againe, it ſhee complaine , 
then het kinsfolke will Bets the bruwcs,:and her Mother 
B 3 wall 
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will ſpeake her pleaſure bythee : and if thou marryeſt | 


onely for faire lookes, yet thou mayeſt hap to goe with- 
our them when thou lookeſt for them 2 and if thou mar- 
ryeſt one thar is fruitefull in bearing of Children,then wiil 
thy care be the more increaſed, for little doth the Father 
know what ſhall bethe end of his Children: and it ſhee 
be barren, thou wilt loathe herz and if honeſt, thou wilt 
feare her death; andif unhoneſt, thou wilt be weary of thy 
life : for when thou haſt her thou muſt ſupport her in all 
her bad aRions; and that will be ſuch a perpetuall burden 
unto thee, that thou hadſt even as good draw water conti- 
nually to fill a buttomeleſſe Tub. 

A Gentleman on atime ſayd to his friend, I can helpe 
you toa good marriage for your ſonne : his friend made 
him this anſwere, My ſoone(ſayd he) fhall ſtay till he have 
more witz the Gentleman replyed againe, ſaying, If you 
marry him not before hee bath wit, hee will never mar- 
ry ſolohg as hee liveth z For a marryed man is like unto 
one arreſted; and I thinke that many a man would flye 
pos heaven, if this arreſt of Marriage kept them nor 

cke. | 
Itis ſayd of one named Dewertes, that he buryed three 
Wives, and yertnever wet one Hand-kercher; no, nor 
ſhed ſomuch as one teare; Alſo yes, hee had a Dogge 
which loved him well; and when that Dogge dyed, hee 
wept bitterly, but hee never ſhed one teare when his 
Witedyed. Wherefore if thou marryeſt without re- 
ſpeR, bur oncly for bare love, then thou wilt afterwards 
with ſorrow ſay, Thatthere is more belongs to Houſes 
keeping than toute bare Legges in a bed. A mancan- 
not live with his hands in his boſome, norHÞuy meate in 
-the Market fog honeſty without Money 5 where there is 
[F nothing 
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{nothing but bare Walls, it is a fic houſe to breed Beg- 


S into the 'yorld; yea there are many that thinke, when 
they are marrycd, that they may live by love:butif wealth 
be wanting, hor love will ſoone bee cold, and your hor 
defires will bec ſoone quenched with the ſmoake ofpo- 
yerty. To what end then ſhould welive in love, ſeeing 
tis a life more to be fearedthan death; for allthy money 
waſtesintoyes, and is ſpent in banquetting, and all thy 
time in ſighes and ſobs, to thinke upon the trouble and 
charge which commonly commeth with a wife: for comes 
monly women are proud without profir,and that isa good 
Purgation for thy Purſe, and whentby Purle is light, then 
will thy heart be heavy, 

The pridc of a woman is like the dropſie ; for as drinke 
increaferh the drought of the one, even ſo Money inlar- 
geth the pride of the other : thy Purſe muſt bee alway 
open to feede her fancie,and ſothy expences will begrear, 
and yet perhaps thy getting ſmall: thy houſe muſt bee 
ſtored with coſtly ſtuffe, and yet perhaps thy Servants 
ſtarved for lacke of Meate ; thou muſt diſcharge the Mer- 
cers Booke, and pay the Haberdaſhers man, tor her Hat 
muſt bee continually of the new faſhion, and her Gowne 
ef finex Wooll than the Sheepe beateth any : ſhee muſt 
likewiſe bave her Iewcll box furniſhed, eſpecially if ſhee 


be beautifull, for then commonly beauty and Pride 


roerhtogether: and a beautifull woman is for the moſt 
- coſtly, and no good Huſwite; and if ſheebeea good 
uſwife, then no ſervant will abide her fierce cruelty : 
and if ſhee be honeſt and chaſte, then commonly ſhee is 
jealous. 
A Kings Crowne and a faire woman is defired of many: 
But hee thar getteth cither of them , liverh ia great trou- 


bles 


($) 
bles and hazard of his life. He that getteth a faire WoZ 
man, is like unto a Priſoner loaden with fetters of Gold : 
for thou ſhalt not fo ofc kifle the (weete lips of thy beay- 
tifull wife, as thou ſhalcbe driven to ferch bitter fighes 
from thy ſorrowfull heart, in thinking of the charge 
whichcommeth by her; for ifthou deny her of ſuch toyes 
25 ſhe ſtands not in neede of, and yet is defirous of them, 
then ſhee will quickely ſhut thee out of the doores of her 
favour, and deny thee her perſun, and ſhew her ſelfe as ir 
wereata VVindow, playingupon thee, got with ſmall 
ſhot, bur with a cruell Tongue; ſhee will riag thee ſuch a 
peale, that one would thinke the Divell were come from 
Hell, fayivg, I might have had choſe which would kave 
maintayned me like a woman,whereas now I goe like no. 
body ; but I will be maintained, if thou wert hanged, 
With ſuch like wordsſhe will vexerhee,blubbering forth 
abundance of diſſembling ceares, (for women doc teach 
their eyes to weepe; ) for doe but crofſe a .Woman,al. 
though it be never ſo little, ſhee will ſtrait-way pur fin- 
gerin the eye, andcry : then preſently many a fooliſh 
man will flatter her, and intreat herto be quiet ; but that 
marresall, for the more thee is intreated, (hee will powre 
forth the more abundance of deceitfull reares, & therefore 
no more to be pittied,than to ſee a Goole goe bare- foote; 
for as they haveteares at command, fo have they wards 
at will, and oathes at pleaſure; for thcy make as much ac- 
count of an vath, asa Merchantdotb, which will forſweare 
bimſclfe tor the getting ofa peny, I never yet kaew woz 
magthat would deny to ſweare in defence of her owne 
honeſty, and alwayes ſtand higbly upon it,alchough ſhe be 
aſhamed to weare it in Winter for catching of cold, nor 
ia Summer for heate, fearing leaſt it may miclt away. 
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Many will ay, this which I write is true, and yet they 
cannot beware of the Divell, untill they arc plagued with 
his Dam. The little Lambe $kips and (capes, till the 
Foxe come, butthen he quiversand ſhakes; the Beare 
dances at the ſtake, till the Dogges bee upon his backe; 
and ſome men nevcr feare their money, untill they come 
intothe hands of Theeves; even ſo, ſome will never be 
warned, and therefore are not to bepitricd, if they bee 
harmed, What are women, that makes thce fo greedily 
to gapeafterthem 2 Indeede fome their faces are fairer 
and beautifuller than others; ſome againe ſtand highly 
upovthcir fine foote and hand , orelle all women are a- 
likez one is as good as my Lady; according to the 
Countrey-mavs Proverbe, who gavea great ſumme of 
Money tolye with a Lady; and going homewards, hee 
madeprieyous mone for his Money , and one being on 
the other fide of the hedge, heard him ſay, That his one 
at home was as good as the Lady. But whether this bee 
true,orno, I my (elfe doenot know, but you have it as I 
heard it, 

If thou marrieſt a woman of evill report, her diſcre- 
dit willbe a ſpot in thy brow; thou canſt not goe in the 
ſtreet with her without mockes, nor amongſt thy neigh- 
bours without frumpes; and commonly the faireſt Woe 
men are ſooneſt inticedto yeeld unto vanitic. Hee that 
hath afaire wife and a whetſtone, every one will bee 
whetting thereon: anda Caſtle is hard to keepe, when 
itis aſſaulted by many; and faire women are commonly 
catched at, Heethat marryctha faire woman, every one 
will wiſh his death to enjoy her; and if thou beneyer fo 
rich, and yetbut a Clowne in condition, then will thy 
faire wite have her credit, to pleaſe her fancies for a 
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Diamond hath not bis grace but in Gold, no more hath 
a faire woman her full commendations, but in the orna. 
ment of her bravery; by which meanes there are divers 
Women, whoſe beauty hath brought their Husbands 
into great poverty and diſcredit, by their pride and 
whoredome. A faire woman commonly will goe like 
a Peacocke, and her Husband mult goe like a Wood. 
cocke. 

That great Gyant Pamphimapho, who had Beares way. 
ting upon him like Dogges, and could make tame any 
wile beaſt; yet a wanton woman he couldnever rule nor 
turne to his will, 

Se/omon was the wiſeſt Prince that ever was; yet he luſted 
after ſo man women, that made him quickely forſake his 
Ged,which did alwayes guidehis ſteps,ſo long as he lived 

odly, 

: And was not Devid the beſt bcloyed of God, anda 
mighty Prince 2 yet for the love of a woman he purchaſed 
thediſpleaſure ofhis God. 

Sampſon was the ſtrongeſt manthat ever was;for every 
lacke of his head was the ſtrength of another man;yet by a 
woman he was overcome; he reyealed his ſtrength co hex, 
and payed his life for that folly. 

Did not /e/abe/ for her wicked luſt cauſe her Husbands 
bloodto be givento Dogges ? 

Jobes Wite gave her Husband counſell to blaſpheme 
God,andto curſe him. | 

Agamermnens wite, for a ſmall injuric that her Husband 
d:d her, ſhe firſt committed adultery, and afterwards con» 
ſented to his death, 

Alſothe Wife of Hercules, ſhee gave her Hus band a 
poyloned Shirt, which was no ſooner on his backe, but ir 
did 
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did ſticke (o faſt, that when he would have pluckt ir off, it 
tore the fleſh with it. 

It thou weuldeſt avoyde theſe evills, thou muſt with 
Yiy/es binde thy felfe tothe Maſt of the Shippe,as he did, 
or Elſe it would have coſt him his life; for otherwiſe the 
Syrenian women would have enticed him intothe Sea, if 
he had not ſo done, 

Ir is ſtrange to ſee the mad feates of YVomen; for they 
will be now merry, then againe fad; now laugh, then 
weepe; now ficke, then preſently whole ; all things which 
like not them, are naught;aad if it be never ſo bad, if it like 
them,it is excellent. 

Againe, itis death for VVomen to bedenyed the thing 
which they demand,and yet they will deſpiſe things given 
unasked. 

When a Woman wanteth any thing, ſhee will flatter 
and ſpeake faire, not much unlike the flattering Butcher, 
who gently claweth the Oxe, when he intendeth to knocke 
him onthe head : but the thing being once obtayned,and 
their deſires gayned, thenthey will begin to looke bigge, 
and anſwere ſo ſtately,and ſpeake fo ſcornefully,that one 
would imagine they would never fecke helpe, nor crave 
comforcatthy hand any more. Bur a woman is fitly com- 
pared to a Shippe, which being never ſo well rigged, 
yet one thing or other is to bee amended ; even fo, _ 
a woman all that ſhe can demand to day, yet ſhe will bee 
out of reparations to morrow, and want one thing or 0» 
ther. 

Women are called night Crowes, for that commonly 
in the night they will make requeſt of ſuch toyes as 
commeth in their heads in the day; Women know 


their time to worke thair craft; for inthe night they will 
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worke a man like Waxe, -and draw him like asthe Ada- 
mant doth the Iron: and having once brought him to 
the bent of her Bow, then ſhee makes requeſt for a 
Gowne of the new=falhion Ruffe, for a Petticoate of the 
fineſt Stammell, or for a Hat of the neweſt faſhion, Her 
husband being overcomeby her flattering ſpeech, part. 
ly hee yeeldcth to her requeſt, although ic beagreete te 
him, for that he can hardly ſpare it our of his ſtocke, yer 
for quietneſfle fake, he doth promiſe what ſhee demans 
dethy partly becauſe he would leepe quietly in his Bed, 
Againe, every marryed man knoweth this, that a woman 
will never bequict, ifher minde be ſet upon a thing, ill 
ſhee have it. Now, ifthoudrive her off with delayes, 
then her forehead will be ſo full of frownes, as if (hee 
threatned to make Clubs Trumpe, and thou never a 
blacke Card in thy hand : for except a woman have what 
ſhe will, ſay what ſhe liſt,and goc where ſhe pleaſe,other. 
wiſe thy houſe will be ſo full of ſmoake, that thou canft 
not ſtand in it. 

Itis ſayd, That an old Dogge apd a hungry Flea bite 
fore; but in my mindea froward woman biteth more ſo- 
rer: and ifthou goe aboutto maſter a Woman, hoping 
eo bring her to humiliticz there is no way to make her 
good with ſtripes, exceptthou beate her to death: for doe 
what thou wilr, yet a froward woman in her franticke 
mood wilkpull, hale, ſweare, ſcratch, and tcare all that 
Rands in her way. 

Vhart wilt thou that I ſay more, oh thou poore mar- 
riedman?> If women doe not fecle the raine, yet here is 
a ſhower comming, which will wet them to the skinnes, 
A woman which is faire in ſhew, is foule in condition , 
theeis like nntoa Glow-worme, which is bright in the 

| hedge, 
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hedge, and blacke inthe hand : inthe greencſt Graffe lyeth 
hid the greateſt Serpent; painted Pots commonly hold 
deadly poylſon, arid in the cleareſt water the vglicſt Toad, 
and the faireſt woman hath ſome filthineſſe in hers allis 
not gold that gliſtereth , a ſmiling countenance is no cers 
raine teſtimoniall of amerry heart, nor coſtly garments 
ofa rich Purſe, Mendoe not commend a Judge for that 
he weareth a Scarlet Gowne, but for his juſt dealing; no 
more arc womento be eſteemedof by the ornament of 
their bravery,but for their good behaviour, yer there isno 
River ſo cleare, but there is ſome dirt in the bottome, Bur 
many a waninthis Land, we neede not goe any further' 
for examples, but here wee may ſee many foeles incvery 
place ſnaredin womans Nets, aftera little familiarity,and 
acquainrance with them; I thinke if they were; nurbred, 
their number would paſſe infinite, ifit were poſfibie;which 
for the love of wantons haveloſt their voyage at Sea, to 
their-great hinderances; and wany- other have never re- 
garded the farre diſtance which they have beene from their. 
Countrey and Friends,untill they had conſumed their ſub« 
ance; and then being aſhamed to returne hume againein 
ſuch ſort, I mearxe by weeping Crofie, and Pennylefle 
Bench, many ofthem rather chuſe to deſerve New-gete,. 
and ſo come to Tiburxe, farrecontrary tothe expeRation 
of their friends and parents,which had otherwiſp provided. 
for them, iFhey had had grace, or would have beene rn- 
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The ſecond Chapter ſh: weth the manner of ach women a live 
on ell report : 1t «lo ſheweth, that the beauty of women 

4th bene the bane of many a man, for it hath gvercome 
waliant and ſtrong men, eloquent and ſubtle men; and in « 
word,it bath overcome all men,as by exemples following ſpall 


appeare, 

8.2875 
SEAT thatof Salome, unto whom God gave 
SI! ſingular witand wiſedome z yet hee loved 
| fo many VWomen, that he quite forgot his 
FA God, which alwayes did guide his {teppes, 
IFER> (7; long as he lived godiy,and rulcd ju{ily ; 
but after that hee had glutred bimſelfe with Women,then 
hee could fay, Faniric of vanities, all is but vanitie, Hee 
alſo in many places of his Booke of Proverbs exclaimes 
moſt bitrerly againſt lewd Women, calling them all thar 
naught is, and alſo diſplayeth.their properties. And yet 
I'cannot let men goe blameleſſe, althovgh Womcan goe 
ſhameleſſs, but Lwill couch them both; for if there were 
not receigers, then there would not bee ſa many ſealers; 
if therewere not ſo many Knaves, there would net be fo 
many Whores; for was Gary hold together,fb boulftcr 
each others villanie;z for alwayecs birdsof a feather will 
Hocke together, hand in hand, to boulſter each others 
villanie, Men I ſay may live without Women, bur Wo- 
mencaannot live withaut Men. For Yenws, whoſe beautic 
 wasexcellenr faire, yet when ſhee needed a mahs helpe, 
ſhee tooke Yalcen, a club-foored Smith, And therefore 
it 
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ifa womans face gliſter, and her geſture piercethe Marble 
wallz or ifher Tongue be ſo ſmooth as Oyle, and ſo ſoft 
as Silke, and her words ſo ſweete as honey; orifſhe were 
a very Apefor wit, ora bagge of Gold for wealth; or if 
her Perſonage have (tolneaway all chat Nature canafford, 
| andſhe be deckt upin gorgeous apparell ; then athouſand 
toone but ſhe will loveto walke where ſhe may get ac« 
quaintance, andacquaintance bringeth familiarity,and fa« 
miliarity ſetreth all follies abroach;and twenty to one,thar 
ifa woman love gadding, bur that ſhe will pawne her ho 
neſty to pleaſe her fantaſie, 

Man muſt bee atall the coſt,and yetlive by rhe lofle ; 
a man muſt take all the paines, and-women will ſpendall 
thegaines; A man muſt watch and ward; fight and de« 
fend; tillthe ground, labour inthe Vineyard; and looke 
whar he getteth in ſeaven yeares, a woman will ſpread ic 
abroad with a Forke in one yeare, and yet little enough 
to ſerve her turne, but a great deale.to0 little ;to gether 
good will; Nay, it thou give her never ſomuch, and 
yet if thy perſonage pleaſe not her humor, then will I 
not givea halte penny for her honeſty arthe' yeares 
end; Forthen her Breſt will | bee the harbourer of an 
envious heart, and her heart the ftore-houſe of. poy- 
ſoned hatred; her head will. deviſe villany, and her 
_ are ready topraQiſe that which her heart devi« 

cth, 

Then who can but ſay, that Women ſpring frem the 
Divell, whoſe hcads,hands, hearts, mindes,and ſoulesare 
evill? for women are called the hooke of all evill, becauſe 
men are taken by them, as Fiſh is taken by the Hooke, 
For women have athouſand wayes to entice thee, and 
ten chouſand waycsto . deceive thee, and all ſuch fooles 
as 
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a3 arc ſuiters unto them : ſome they keep? in hand {with 
promiles, and ſomerhey feede with flattery, and ſome 
they delay with dalliance, and ſome they pleaſe with 
kiſſes : they lay out the foldes of their haire, tro eman- 
gle meninto cheir love; betwixt their breſts is the val- 
ley ofdeſtrucion, and intheirbeds is hell, ſorrow, and 
repentance. Eagles eatenot men till they are dead, but 
Women devoure them alive: for a woman will picke 
thy pocket, andempriethy Purſe, laugh inthy face, and 
cutthy throate: they are ungratefull, pcrjured, full of 
fraud, floutiog and deceit, uaconſtant , waſpiſb, toyiſh, 
light, ſullen, proud,diſcourteous, and cruel! : and yerthey 
were of God created, andby Nature formed , and there. 
fore by policic and wiſedome to bee avoyded; for good 
things abuſed, areto be refuſed, orclſc for a Moneths 
pleafure, ſhee may hap to make thee goe ſtarke naked: ſhe 
wilt give thee roaſt meate, but ſhe will beate thee with the 
Spitz -Ifthou haſt Crownes in thy Purſe, ſhee will bec 
thy: heares gold, uncill ſhe leave thee not a whitof whice 
Money » they are like Summer birds, for they will abide 
no ſtorme, -bur flocke about thee in the pride ofthy glo- 
ry, and flye from thee in the ſtormcs of aftliQtion: for 
they ayme more at thy wealth than at thy perſon, and 
eftecme. more thy money, than any mans vertuous qua- 
licies: for they cſteeme of a man without Money, us a 
Horſe doth of a faire ſtable without meate, they arc 
like Eagles, which will alwayez flye where the carcion 
IS, 

- She will play the horſe-leach to ſucke away thy wealth, 
butia the winter of thy miſery ſhe will flye away from 
thee: Notunlike the Swallow, which in the Summer har- 
bourcth her ſelfe pnder the eaves of an houſe, and againſt 

Winter 
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winter flycth away, leaving nothing but dirt behind her, 
Salomon (aith, hee that will ſuffer himſelfe to be led away, 
or take delight in ſuch womens company, is like a foole 
which rcjoyceth when he is led tothe ſtockes, Prov.7. 

Hoſea,by marriage of a lewd woman, of light beha. 
viour, was broughr into Idolatric, Ho/. 1. S. Paul accoun- 
teth fornicators to odious, that we ovght not to cate meat 
withthemy hee alſoſheweth, that fornicators ſhall not 
inkerir the kingdome of Heaven, 1 Corinth, the 6. and ir, 
verſe. 

. And jathe ſame Chapter Saint Pau! excommunicateth 
fornicators, but upon- amendment he received them a- 
eaine, VWhoredome is punifhed with death, Deg#,23.21; 
and Geneſ. 38.24. Phineas a Pricht, thruſt two Adulterers, 
bath the man and the woman, through the belly with a 
ſpeare,Noumbers2 5. 

God deteſteth the money or goods gotten by whore- 

| dome, Dewt,2 3.17.18. Whoresare called by divers names, 
andthe properties of Whores, Prev.7.6,and 2. A Whore 
enyyerh an honeſt woman, Eſdras 19, and 42, VWhore- 
mongers God will judge , Heb, 13.and 4. They ſhall bave 
their portion with the wicked, in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone, Rewel. 21.8. 

Onely forthe ſtane of whoredome .God was ſorry at 
the heart, and repented that ever hee made man, Geyeſis 
6.6.7. 

Saint Paw/ ſaith, To ayoyd fornication, every man may 
take a wife, 1 Corenth, the 7. 2. 

Therefore he which hath a wife ofhis owne,and yet go- 
eth to another woman, is like a rich Theete, which will 
ſtcale when he hath no neede. 

Thcreare three wayesto m_ a Whore; by her wan- 
con 
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ton lookes, by her ſpeech, and by her rage, Ecclefiafticwe 
26. andin the ſame Chapter he {aith, that we muſt not 
give our ftrength unto Harlots: for Whores are the evil 
of all evills, and the vanitie ofall vanities; they weaken 
the ſtrength of a man, and deprive the body of his beau. 
tie; it furroweth the browes, and maketh the eyes dimme, 
and a whoriſh woman cauſerhche Feycr and the Gour, 
andata word, they are agreat ſhortning to a mans life , 
For although they ſeeme to be ſodainty as ſweete meate, 
yet in tryall they are not ſo wholeſome as ſowre ſawce ; 
They have wir, but it is all in craft ; if they love, it is ves 
hement;bur ifthey hate,it is deadly. 

Plato ſaith, That women are eyther Angels or Divels, 
and chat they cirher love dearely, or hate bitterly; for a 
Woman hath no meanc in her love, nor mercie in her 
hatezno pittie jn revenge,nor patience in her anger: there. 
fore it is ſayd, that there is nothing in the world which 
both pleaſeth and diſpleaſerh a man more than a woman; 
for a woman moſt delightetha man, and yet moſt decei- 
veth him forasthere isnothing more ſweete unto aman 
than a woman when [he ſmilethz even ſo,chere is nothing 
more odious, than the fierce and angry eountenance of a 
Woman. | 

Sa/ormon in his 20. Of Ecclef, ſaith, that an angric VWo- 
man will foame arthe mouth like a Bore. If all this be true 
as moſt true it is, why (houldeſt thou ſpend one houre in 
eheprayſe of a woman, as ſome fooles doe? For ſome will 
brag ofthe beautie of ſuch a Mayd; another will vaunt of 
the bravery of fuch a woman that ſhee goeth beyond all 
the Vomen inthe Pariſh : Againe, ſome ſtudy their fine 
wits, how they may cunningly ſoothe women; and with 
Logicke how torcaſon with ther, and with Eloquence 
to 
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to perſwadethem : they arcalwayes tempering their wits 
as Fidlers doetheir ſtrings, who wreſt them ſo high, that 
many times they ſtretch them beyond time, tune and ſeq» 


{on. 

| Eqpaey are _ chat _ themſelves with dal- * 
ying, playing,and ſporting with women, and yerthey are 

>a. ſatisfied with the unſitiable deſire ofthem « if with 

a ſong thou wouldeſt be brought aſleepe, or with a Dance 


bee ledto delight, then a faire woman is fit for thy dyet, if 


thy Head be inher lappe, ſhee will make thee belecverhar 


thouart hard by Gods ſeate, when indeed thou art juſt at 
Hell gate, 

Theodoys, a monſtrous Strumper, on a time made her 
bragges to Smcyares, ofthe great haunt of luſty Gal- 
laats which came to her. houſe; and furthermore, ſhee 
told him, that ſhee could get away more of his Schollers 
from him, than he could ofhers from her. No marvell 
(quoth Socrares) for thy wayes ſecme pleaſant and caſie, 
and chat is the way youth loves to walke in; but the way 
that leadeth to a vertuous life, ſeemeth full of brambles 
and bryers, 

Aud co match with this, there isan Hiſtory that 
makes mention of three noble Curtizans, whoſe names 
were Zavie, Flors, and Lais; Levia and Law, were homo, 
common toall men; they would play at ſmall game, ra- 
ther thanlirour; rheſe three Strumpets, during their life 
time, were the beautifulleſt and richeſt of that tradein 
the world, and had three ſeverall gifts, whereby rhey al- 
luredtheir Lovers to ſecke their favours. 'The Engine 
wherewith Levis entrapped herlovers, proceeded from 
her eyes; for by her ſmiling countenance, and wanton 


lookes, ſhee greatly inflamed all that beheld her. And 
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Flora won her Lovers by her excellent wit and eloquent 
rongue, And Zi enticed her Lovers by her ſweete fin- 
ging,and pleaſar fingring ofinſtruments of Muſicke, 

But now again® to Levis, King Demerrims gave buta 
glannceof his eyes ſuddenly upon her, and was taken 
preſently with her net, and ſpenteleven talents of Silver 
vpon her, which he had provided and appointed to pay 
his ſouldiers : and furthermore, he quite forſooke his 
owne Wife, and never leftthe company of this Stmper, 
untill death tooke herfrom himz and after ſhe was dead, 
he made great moane for herdeath he alſo kiſſed and im- 
braced her,and cauſed her to be buried under his window, 
thiat ſo often as he did ſee her grave, he might bewayle 
her death. | 

Za likewiſe had a King,wholc name was Pyrrhw;which 
was herchiefe friend, bur-yet hee ſerved but asir were a 
cloake; for fie continued not very long with her in Greece, 
but went himſelfe rothe warres in Italiezbut inhis abſence 
ſhe was not onely fought to, but obtained of many, and 
ſer downe her price, that before the would doe her worke, 
ſhe would have her money. 213% 

Now to Flora, the wasa Kings daughter,her.patents di- 
cd when ſhe was ofthe age of 15. yeares, and ſhe was left 
as rich as beautitull,the had the bridle of liberty throwne 
oa her necke, ſo that ſhe might runne whirher ſhe would ; 
for ſhe was without contreulment, ſothat ſodainly ſhe de. 
termined to travelland ſeethe warres of 4frice, where ſhe 
madefale both of her perſonage and honour, 

King Ademclaus was the firft that made love unto ber,as 
he was marching to the warres of Carthage, and ſpent 
more money upon her,than inconquering his encmies. 
But as ſhe was. of a noble race,ſoit is ſayd, that ſhee ne- 

| ver 
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ver gave her felſeovertomeane and pettie company, as 
' theother twodid, but ſhee had aſcrowle ſet over her 
ate, the tenor whereof was thus; King, Prince, Empe- 
ror, or Biſhop , enter this Palace and welcome. Neither 
was this F/ors fo greedy of Gold, as'the other two were; 
for on atime oneof her familiar friends asked her the 
cauſe why ſhe did not make price of kerlovez She made 
this anſwer, I commit my body to none but. Princes and 
. Noblemen, and Iſweare there was never man gave mee 
ſolittlc, but thatI had more than I would have asked, or 
that I looked for ; and furthermore ſhe ſayd, that andble 
woran oughtnotte make price- of her love :,. all things 
are at acertaine rate, except Love, and thata woman of 
great beautic ſhould bee ſo much eſtcemed of, as ſhee 
eſteemes of her ſelfe, She dyed atthe age of forty yeares, 
and the wealth ſhe left behind her in Rome, was-yalued 
tobe ſomuch, as would have builded new walls round a- 
boutthe Citry, if there had becneno walls at all. + 
Was not thatnoble Cirty of Troy ſacked and ſpoyled 
for the faire Helens? . and when it had coſt many tnens 
lives,and much blood, was ſhed, and whenthey had got 
the conqueſt, they gor buran Harlot, By this and thax 
which followcth, thou ſhale ſee the power of VVomen, 
how it hath beeve ſo:great, and more prevayled in-bewits 
ching meas wits, and in overcomming their ſenſes,. chan 
allother things whatſaever, Ir hath nor onely vanquiſhed 
1 Kings and Key fars, but it hath alſo ſurprized; Caſtles and 
Countries; nay,what is it that a womancannort doe, which 
knowes her power ? | | 
Therefure ſtay not alone in the company of a woman; 
truſtiog ro thy owne chaſtiric, except thou bee more 
ſtrong than Sampſon, more wife than Se/omon;or _ 
oy 
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hely than David; for theſe and many more have beene 


overcome by the ſwee:centieements of women, as thou 


ſhajc reade hereafter. wt: 

: Iris ſayd, Tharthe Gods themſelves did change their 
ſhapes, for the love of ſuch women as they luſted afcer. 
Iupiter he transformed himſclfe into a Ball, Neptune into 
a Horſe, and Mercery into a Goate, 

AN defired fweete meat for his belly , and a faire 
woman for” his bed. 

\Butin my minde, he that layes his nct to catch a faire 
woman, hee may chanceto fall into the ſprindge which 
ws-layd for & Woodcocke ; therefore 1 doc admonith 
young men, andadviſcold- men, and I'counſcll imple 
men,and I warneall men;thatthey flyefrom a wicked wo- 
man,as from the peſtilence,or elſe ſhe will make thee fiye 
in theend. 

. 'Arsftorle, for keeping company with a Queane in 4- 
thens, was faint to runne away, to ſave himſclte from pu- 
niſhment, and yet he had dweltthere, and wrote many 
Bookes forthe ſpace of thirty yeares. - | 
- Againe, S«wp/on and Hercwles for all their great ſtrength 
and conqueſtof Gyants and Monſters,yetthe one yeclded 
his Club at De#anirs's foote, and the other revealed his 
frengtheo-Dalileh, and payd his life for his folly. 
'' The ſugred and renowned Orators Demoſthenes and 
Horteafine, the one came from Athens unto Corrznth to 
compound and agree with Laia common ſtrumper,as you 
heard before of her, and yer he had but one nights lodging 
with her, Andthe other was ſo farre in lovewith another 
Bird ofthe fame cage, the which he could nor obtaioe,nor 
yet Could heconquer her affeAion, untill hee hal quite 
pined himfelfe away,ſothat in ſhort time hee had walſtcd 
himſclfe to nothing, Plato 
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Plato, for all his great Philoſophic and knowl 


edge; yer 
he kept company with Archenaſ/e when the was old, and 
forſaken of her Lovers: for ſhee had given her ſclfe to 
anumberinher youth,- yet neveitheleſſe Plato ſo loved 
ſ hes , that he wrote many verſes in commendation of 
ere 
1 Alſo Sucrates for hisgravitieand wiſedome is renowned 
throughout all the world, yet he moftdearely loved 4/phe> 
fie,an old and over-worne Strumpet, | 
Love ſtayed King Awtivehne in Calcidis a whole winter, 
for one Mayde that he fancied there, to his great hinde» 
rance. 
' Love ſtayed King Hannibal in _ long ſeaſon, lay- 
{ ingallother his w——_ affaires alide, the hich was 09 
ſmaillhindranceto him;tor inthe meane while his enemies 
invaded a great part of his Country, | 
Likewiſe /#/ix« Ceſar, hee continued in, ftiexenrdrie;h 
long ſeaſon,not for the loye of one; but he luſted after ma- 
ny, to his great infamie and diſgraces. .: | 
! Thegreat Captaine Holofernes, whoſe light made many 
| thouſands to quake, yet helokt his life, and was flaine dy 
a WOmath | x 
Was not Herods loyeſo great to a woman, that. he cau. 
ſed 1#bn Baptitroloſe his head for her ſake ? 
1 Wheretore,to avoyd the light, many rimes is the beſt 
| Razor, to cutoff the occaſion ofthe cvill which commeth 
by Women : for had not Holofernes {cene the beauty of 
1 Izd;tb, and marked the finencfle of her foote, heehadnot 
loſt his head by her. If Herod had not ſeene Herodsas 
{ daughter dance, hce had not fo raſhly granted ker Saint 
lohn Baptiſts head, Had not Eve fecne the Apple, and 
ſo was tempred with the beauty of it by the Serpernt,who 
as 


(24) 
as our Schaoleanendoe write, thathee ſhewed him(elfe 
like a faire yourig man; burhad not ſhe ſeene it, I ſay, (ke 
had norticaten thereof,to her owne greefe and many more. 
By fight rhe wife of P;rophur was mooved to laſtafter ber 
ſervanc 1eph, It is ſayd of Semirams of Babylon, that af- 
cer her husbands death, ſhe waxed ſo unſatiable in carnall 
luſt,that ewo men at otic time could not ſarisfic her delire, 
and{o by-hee unſatiableneſle, ar lengthall Perſia grew full 
of whores. | | | 
 Andlikewiſc of one Yenws a ſtrumper in Cypre, it is ſup. 
poſed, thar by her -fame and ill life, ſhe cauſed all Cyprou 
at lengrh to be full of Queanes, 
-Andofone faire Redope in-Egype, who was the firſt noted 
Womariin that country, but at length all the whole coun« 
trie became full ofſtrumpets, 

Is it not ftrange, that the ſeede of one man ſhould breed 
ſeh wooenmoall men? - + 

-:Oneſayd Unto hisfriend, Come let us gocſee a pretty 
Wench, The other made this anſwer; I have, ſayd hee, 
ſhaken ſuch tetrers from my heeles, and I will never goe 
where Ikriow I ſhall repent afterwards. But yet haply 
ſome may ſay unto mezifthou ſhog!deſi retuſc the compa- 
ny orthe covrrefie of xwoman, then ſhee would account 
thee a ſofteſpirited foole, a milke-ſop, and a Meacocke. 

« Butalas fond foele, wilt thou more regard their babble 
thanthino owne blifſe 7 Or eftecme nuore their frumpes, 
than thine owne welfare? Doeſt thou net know, that wo- 
men alwayes ſtrive againſt wiſedome, although many 
rimesit bethcirutrer overthrow ? Like the Bee, which 
isofren-hurt with her owne Honey , even ſo wo nen are 
ofrenplagued withtheir owne conccir, weighing downe 
love with diſcurtefie,giving them a weed, which preſents 

them 
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them with flowers; astheir catchingio jeſt, andrheir kee» 
ping in carneſt : and yet ſhee thinkes that ſhee keepes her 
ſelfe blamelefſe, and in all ill vices ſhee wouls goe names 
leſſe : but it ſhe carry it never ſo cleane, yet in the end 
ſhee will be accounted but for a cunny-catching Queane : 
and yet ſbe will ſwcarerhat ſhe willchrive, as long as ſhee 
can finde one man alive; for ſhee thinkes to doe all her 
knavery inviſible : ſhe will havea figgesleate to cover her 
ſhame; butwhen the figge-leafe is dry and withered, ir 
doth ſhewtheir nakedneſſe to the world, For take away 
their painted cloathes, and then they looke like ragged 
wals; cake away their Ruffes, and they looke ruggedly z 
their'Coyfes ani Stomachers, and they are ſimple tobe. 
hold; cheir haire uncruſt, and they looke wildely; and yer 
there are many, which lay theirnets tocatch a prettie wo- 


| man; but he which getteth ſuch a prize, gaines nothing by 


his adventure, but ſhame to the body, and. danger to the 
Soule ; forthe heate ofthe young blood of theſe wan- 
tons , leades many unto deſtraction for this worlds ple. 
ſure: it inchants your mindes, and cnfeebleth your Bo- 
dyes with diſcaſes; it alſo ſcandalizethyour good names: 
but moſt ofall, it indangereth your Soules. How can it 
atherwiſe chuſe, when luſt and uncleannefle cenginually 
keepe them-company, gluttonic and ſloath ſerveth them 
at the Table, pride and vaine-glory apparelleth them?Bur 
theſe ſervants will waxe weary of their ſervice, andiathe . 
end they ſhall have no other ſervanc to attend them, but 
onely ſhame, greefe, and repentance: butthen, oh then 
(you will ſay) when it is t00 late, Oh, would to God that 
wee had beene more carefull of trueglorious modeftic , 
and leſſe cunning tokeepe wantons company. Ohthere« 


foreremember, andthinke beforehand, that every ſweete 
E hath 
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hath his ſowre: then buy not with a drop of honey a gal. 
lon of gall. Doe not thiake thatthis worlds pleaſure will 
paſſeaway witha trifle; and that no ſooner done, bur 
preſently forgotten : Ne,no,anſwere your ſelves,that the 
puniſhment remaineth eternally, and therefore better ir 
wereto be an addle Egge, than anill Bird, For wee are 
not borne tovur ſelves, to live at pleaſure, but to take 
paines, and to labour for the good of our Countrey, yer 
ſo delighrfullis the preſent ſweetneſle, that we never rea 
memberthe following ſowre: for youth is too too eafily 
wonne and overcome with the worlds vanities: Oh too 
ſoone (l ſay) is youth-in the bloflomes devoured with the 


Caterpillars of foule luſt'and laſcivious defires. The blacke' 


Fiend of Hell, by this inticing ſweete finne of luſt , drawes 
many young wits to confuſion: for ip the time ir drawes 
out the heart blood of your good names, and that being 
once loſt is never gotten againe, 

' Againe, | luſt cauſeth you to doe ſuch foule deedes, 
which makes your fore-heads for ever afterwards ſeeme 
ſpetted and blacke with ſhameand everlaſting infamy, by 
which meancs, your graves after death arc cloſed up with 
tines feattdall, » Alod yet womenare cafily wooed, and 
ſoone'won, got withan Apple, and loſt with a paring. 
Young wits ate ſoone corrupted, womens bright beaus 
tics breed curious thoughts; andgolden gifts cafily: over. 


come wanton defires, with changing mwodeſtie into pa«: 
ſtimes of yanitie, and being once delighted therein, con-- 


tinue in the ſame without repentance : you are onely the 


peoples wonder,and misfortunes banding ball,toſt ap and: 


downe the world with woe upon woez. yea, ten thouſand 
woes wil be .gallopping hard at your heeles, and purſue 
you-whereſoever you goe: for thoſe of ill report _ 
ong 
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long ſtay inone place, but rome and wander about the 
world, and yet ever unfortunate, proſpering in nothing , 
foriaken and caſt out of all civill companies, ſtill in feare 
left Auvthoritic withthe Sword of juſtice barre them of li. 
berty.Loe thus your lives aredeſpiſed, walking like night- 
Owles in miſery, and no comfort ſhall be your friead, but 
onely Repenrance comming too late, and over-deare 
bought: A penance and putuſhment due to all ſuch hated 
creatures as theſe are, 

Thereforebelceve all you unmarryed wantons, and in 
belceving grieve, that you have thus unluckily made 
your ſelves neither Maydes, Widdowes, nor VVives, bur 
more vile than filehy channell-durt, fit to be ſwept out of 
the heart and ſuburbs of your Countrey,. Othea ſuffer 
not this worlds pleaſure to- take from you the good 
thoughts of an honeſt life: But downe,downe upon your 
knees you earthly Serpents, and waſh away your blacke 
- finne with the criſtall reares of true ſorrow andrepens 
tance, ſo that when you wander from this inticing world, 
you may be waſhed andcleanſed from this foule leprofic 
ofnature, 

Loe thus ia remorſe of minde, my tongue hath uttered 
tothe Wantons of the World the abundance of my 
hearts griefe, which Ihave perceived by the unſecmely 
behaviour of unconſtant,both men and women, yet men 
far the moſt part are touched with one fault, whick is 
drinking too much; butitisſayd of Women, that they 
have two'faults, that is, they can ncither ſay well, nor yet 
doe well, 

For commonly women are the moſt part of the fore. 
noone painting themſelves, and frizling their hayres, and 
prying intheir Glaſſe like 2% to pranke up themſclves 
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in their Gandies, like Poppers 4 or likethe Spider,which 
weave$a fine webto hapg the flye. Amorgſt women ſhe 
iS accounted a Slut, which goeth not in her Silke, There- 

.fore if thou wil: pleale thy Lady, thou muſt like and love, 
ſue and (erve; and inſpending thou muſt lay on load; for 
they muſt have maintenance, huwſoever thou get ir, by 
booke or crc oke, out of /u«das Bigge, or the Divels Bud- 
get;zrhou muſt ſpare neither Lands nor Living, Money nor 

Gold. 

For Women will account thee a Pinch-penny, if thou 

be not prodigall; anda Daſtard, if thou bec net ventrous z 
for they account none valiant, except they be deſperare; 
if filenr, a Sot if full of words,'a Foolc; judging all to bee 
Clownes, which be not Coeurtiers, If thou be cleanely in 
thine Apparell, they will terme thee proud; it meane in 
Apparell; aSloven: iftall, a Lunges; if ſhort, a Dwarfez 
forthey haveripe wits, and readytrongues, and it they ger 
an inch,they willclayme anell;fhe will coll thee abour the 
.necke with one hand, burthe other ſhall bee diving into 
thy pocket : and if thourgke her withthe manner, then ic 
was butin jeſt, but many times they take it in jeſt; and (if 
they benor ſpied) keepe it incarneſt : but if thy pockers 
grow cimpty, andthy revenues will not tield out longer, 
fo maintaine het pocrpeand bravery, then ſhe preſently 
Jeayebto make rhuch of thy perſon, and will not ftickero 

Hy unto thee, that ſhe conld have beſtowed her love. on 
ſucha one, as would have maintained her like a woman; 

ſo bythis meanes they weave the webbe of /their owne 
wor, and ſpin thethred of their owne thraldome; if they 

-hcke, thicy willlacke atthe laſt, for they will cutir our of 
the whole cloth, ſo long as the Picce will hold our. 

Is not the Bee hived for his Honey, the ſheepe ſheared 
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for his Fleece, the Oxe necke wrought for his Maſters 
profit, the Fuwle plucked tor her Feathers, the Tree graf- 
ted to bring forth Fruir, and theearth labuured to bring 
forth Curne > But what lav0ur or coft thou beſtowelſt on 
a Woman, is caft away, tor ſhe willyeeld thee no pro- 
fit atall : for when chou baft done all,and giventhem all 
that they.can demand, yet thou ſhalt be aſwcll rewarded 
as tholc men were, whom X//p hired for three-halfepence 
aday to heare him recite lis Fables, 
 Thefethings being wiſely conſidered, then what a foole 
art thou to blinde thy ſclfe1n their bold bchaviour, and 
bow attheir beckes, and'come at their calles, and{cll rhy 
Lands, to makethem (wim in their Silkes, and fer intheir 
Iewels, making G:h aGentiewoman, in ſo much, that ſhee 
careth not a peny tor the fineſt,nor a fig for the proudeſt 2 
She isas good asche beſt, although thee have no more 
honcſtie than bardly to ſerve her owne turne, ſuffering 
every mans fingers as deepe inthe Diſh as thine arc in 
the Platter,and every man toangle where thou caſteſt rhy 
hooke; holding up to all that come, not much unlike a 
Barbers chayre, that ſo ſoone 2s one knave is out.another 
is in; a common hackney for evcry one that will ride, a 
boare tor every one torow in. Now it thy wealth do begin 
to taile, then ſhe bidderh thee farewell. and gives thee rhe 
adies inthe Divelsname : not much unlike the knaviſh 
Porters in Brifow, who will crie, Ancw Maſter,anew,and 
hang up the old. Itthe marter be io pluine, thenconſider 
this, that the houſe where ſuch a one keepeth her refts - 
dence, is more odious with ſlander, han carrion <oth in- 
tea the arrre with ſtinkes , ler ihem flatter how they wall, 
there is 00 love inthem but fromthe teeth outward. I 
blaze thcir propcitics the plainer,and give thee the {tron- 
x E 
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ger reaſsns, becauſe I wou!d have thee loathe thealluring 
fraines of ſuch deccirfull and laſcivious women, although 
ſhe makegreat proceſtations of love, and thereto binderh 
her ſelfe with moſt damanable oathes, rhen belecye her 
leaſt of all, for there is no more hold in her oarches, nor tn 
her love, than is certainty of a faire day in 4prid, although 
it looke never fo cleare, yet it may turne to bee foule. I 
have ſcene a Curtizan thus piured our. 

Firſt, afaice young man blinde, and in his armes a beay. 
tifull woinan, wich one hand in his pocket, ſhewing her 
theft, and a knife in the other hand to cut his throat, 

Now peradventurethou maycft {ay unto that, theu doeſt 
not know one woman from another without ſometryall, 
becauſe all women areina ſhape alikezfor the ſowre Crab 
is like the ſweete Pippin. True it is, the Raven is a Bird, 
and the Swan is bura Bird : even ſo, mavy women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Divels, Painted Cofhns, 
witt;rotten bones. The Eſtridge carryeth faire feathers, 
bur ranke fleſh, The herbe Mole carryeth a flowreas white 
as ſnow, burta roote asblacke as inke. 

Although women are beautifull ſhewing pitty,yet their 
hearts areblacke,{welling with miſchiefe , not much un- 
like untoold Trees, whoſe outward leaves are faire and 
greene, and yet the body rotten : It thou hauntrheir hou. 

es, thou wilt be enamored; and if thou doe but harken to 

thele Syrens, thou wilt be inchanted, for they will allure 
thee with amorous glances of luſt, and yer kill thee with 
bitter lookes of hate they have dimples in rheir cheekes to 
deceivethee, and wrinklesintheir browes to betray thee : 
they haveeyes to intice, ſiniles to flatter, imbracements to 
provoke;beckes to recall, lips to inchant, kifles toinflame, 
andcearesto excuſe themſc]ves. 

it 
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If God had not made them onely to bea plague to man; 

he would never bave called rhem neceſſary evils,and whar 

arethey berttcr> For what doe they either get or gaine, 

ſave or kecpe 2 Nay, they doe rather ſpend and conſume 

all that which a man painefully gertcth : a man mult bee ar- 
allche coſt, and ct live by the lofle, 

It is very ealie for him which never experienced him- 
ſelfe in that vaine pleaſure, or repenting pleaſure, chuſe: 
er wherher,] meanc the accompanying of lIewd Women: 

at ſuch as are exerciſed and experimented in that kind of 
drudgery , they,] ſay, bave a continvall defire, andtemp- 
racion 15 ready at hand: rherefore take heed at the firſt, ſuf 
fer not thy ſelte robe led away into luſtfull folly; for it is 
more eafie for a young Man or Mayd to forbeare carnall 
aR, than it is for a widdow, and yer more ealie fora wid- 
dow, than tor her thar is marrycd, and hath her husband 
wanting, then rake heed at the firſt, for there is nothing 
gotten by women, but repentance. 

For women arc likea Bay-tree, which is ever greene 
but without Fruit; or like the unprofirable Thorne,which 
beareth as trim a bloſſome as the Apple: This is notbing, 
burto tell thee, that thou muſt not judge of Gold by the 
colour, nor of Womens qualities by their faces, nor by 
their ſpeeches; for they have delicate tongues, which will. 
raviſh and tickie the itching eares of giddy-headed young: 
men; ſo fooliſh, that they thinke themſelves happy,if they - 
can bur kiſle the Dazie whereon their Love did tread : 
who if ſhe trowne, then he de fcends preſently incro Hell, 
bur if ſhe ſmile, then is hce carryed with wings up into 
Heaven: Thcre is an old ſaying, that when a Dog wags - 
histayleghe loves his Maſter, - 

Some thinke, that if a woman-ſmile onthem,ſhe is pre- 
ſcnly 
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ſently over head and cares in love : One muſt weare her 
Glove, another her Garter,another her colours of delight, 
and anocher ſhall ſpend and live onthe ſpoyle wich ſhee 
getteth from all the reſt ; Thenifthou wilc give thy Bo- 
dicto the Chirurgion, and thy Soule to the Divell, ſuch 
women are fic for thy dyet, Many creatures of cvery kind 
reſemble women in condition; For ſome Horſe, an un- 
Skilfull rider can hardly order; and ſome againe, in de- 
. ſpight of the beſt Rider that is, will have a Iadith cricke ; 
ſome Hawke, alchough ſhe beill ſerved, yet will ſit quiet; 
and ſome, ifnever fo well ſerved, yet will continually flye 
at checke : Againe, ſome Houndsby no meanes will for- 
ſake their undertaken gamezand ſome againe, in deſpight 
of the Hunt(-man, will continually runne at rancdome: and 
ſome men will icaleif their hands were bound behind 


them; and ſome againe, will rather ſtarve than teale;even, 


ſo ſome women willnot be won with ſeven yeares loving, 
and ſome againe will offend with an houres liberty, 

"Therefore, ifthou ſtudy a thouſand yeares, thou ſhalr 
finde #&waman nothing clſe but acontrary unto man : 
Nay, if thoucontinue with her an hundred yeares, thou 
ſhalt finde ia hernew fancies, and contrary ſorts of beha- 
viour- thereforeif all che world were Paper, and all the 
Seainke, andall the Trecsand plants were pens, and eve- 
ry man inthe world were a Writer, yet were they not 
able with all cheir labour and cunniog,to ſet downe all the 
craftie deceits of women. 

Now me thinkes I heare ſome of you ſay, that young 
witsare ſoone corrupted, andrhat womens bright beau«-- 
tie breedeth-various thovghts in men, alſo golden gitrs 
eaſily over-commeth wanton womens defircs, and there 
by maketh them become Yew darlings, quite changing 

| cultames 
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Cuſtomes of modeſtic into paſſions of vanitic, wherein 
Once delighted, they continue in the ſame without repen- 
tance or lorrow. But alas, you laſcivious Dames, theſe 
lewd conditions of yours will ſpeedily bring all your joyes 
to ſorrow, 


C HAPs, III, 


The third Chapter ſheweth a remedie qgcinf Love, alſs many 

reaſons not to bee tos haſtie in the choyce of 4 wife. But if 
wo remedy be,but thouwilt marry then how to chooſe a wiſe, 
With « commenaation of the goed, vertnom and boneft 
Women, 


e E not too haſtieto marry, for doubtleſle if 
thou marry in hafte,thou ſhalt repent by lea- 
ſure. For there are many troubles, which 
come gallopping at the hecles of a Wo- 
'W man, , which many young men before hand 

doe not thinke of. The world is not all made of Oate- 
meale; nor allis not Gold that | nor a ſmiling 
countenance is no cettaine teſtimoniall of a merrie 
heart, northe way to Heaven isnot ftrewed with Ru- 
ſhesz no more is the Cradle of eaſe in a womans lappe. If 
thou wert a ſervant or in bondage before, yet when thou 
marryeſt,thy toyle is never the nearer ended, but eventhen 
and not before thou changeſt thy golden life which thou 
did(t leade before, in reſpe& ofthe marryed,for adrop of 
Hony, which quickely rurneth to be as bitter as VVorme- 
wood. Andtherefore farre better it were to have two 
F Ploughes 


(34) 

Ploughes going than one cradle, and better a barne filled, 
than a bed; thereforecut offthe occaſion which may any 
way bring thee into fooles Paradiſe: Then firft and above 
all, ſhun idlenſſe;for idlenfle is the beginner and maintai- 
ner of love,therefore apply thy ſelte about ſome affaires, 
or be occupied about fome buſineſſe; for ſolong as thy 
minde or thy body isin labour, the Iove of women is not 
remembred, nor luſt eyer thought ypon; but if thou ſpend 
thy time idly amongſt VVomen, rhou art like unto bim 
which playeth with the Bee, who may ſooner feele of 
her Ging than taſte ofher Honey; He that toucheth pitch 
may be defiled therewith. Roſes unadviſedly gathered 
pricke out flogers,Bees ungently handled, fting our faces; 
and yer tlie one is pleaſant, andthe other is Trm—oapieey 
if chou be in company of women, the divell hjmſelfe hath 
not more illuſions toget men into his Net, than women 
have devices and inventions to allure men intorherr love; 
and ifthot: ſuffer thy ſelfe once'to bee led into fooles Pa- 
radife, (that. is ts ſay)the bed or Cloſet whereina woman 
is, (then I fay)thouarr like a Bird ſnared in a Lime-baſh, 
 whighthe moreſke firiveth, the faſter ſheis. Iris unpolk. 
Sterofall amongſt tongs, ' atd not be hurt; or 'atnong ſh 
Thornes,and ngtbe prickt; or amongſt Nettles, and not be 
Aung: A min cannot carrie fire in his boſome, and noe 
burne his cloathing; no more cana man live inlove, but 
itisa lifeas weariſome as Hell; and hee that marryeth a 
Wife, matcheth himſelfe unto many troubles. If thou 
marriefta ſtill and quiet woman, it will feeme to thee,that 
chow rideft butat ambling Horſe to hell; bur if with one 
char is froward and unquier, then thou wertas good ride 
a trotting hocſerothe Divell. Herein I will not bee my 
owne carver; bur I preferre yuuto the judgement - 
| thoſe 


3)> 
thoſe which have ſeene the/ troubles; and felt whe tor- 
ments; for none are better able to judge of Womens 
qualities, than thoſe which have them; none feeles the 
hardneſle of the Flint, bux he that ſtrikes it; none knowes 
whercthe ſhooe pincheth,but hethat weares it. Itis ſayd, 
that a man ſhould eate a Buſhell of Salt with one which 
he meanes tomake his Friend, before hee put = great 
confidence or truſt inhim: And if thoubee ſo long 
inchooſing aFriend, inmy minde thou hadſt neede 
tocatetwo Buſhels of Salt with a YVVoman, before thou 
make her thy wife ; otherwiſe, before thou haſt eaten 
one Buſhell with her, thou ſhalt taſteof ten quarters of 
ſortow, andfor every dramme of pleaſure an ounce of 
paine, and forevery Pint of Honey a Gallonof Gall, 
and for every Inch of Mirth an Ell of moane, In the be. 
ginning a womans love ſcemeth delightfull, but endeth 
with deftruRion; therefore he that truſtethto the love of 
a woman, ſhall be as ſure as hethat hangeth by the leafe of 
a Tree inthe latter end of Summer, and yet there is great 
difference bctwixt the ſtanding poole, andthe running 
ftreame although they are both Waters. | 
Therefore, of two evils chuſethe leaſt, and avoydethe 
aceſt, But my meaniog isnot heere to adviſe thee to 
chuſe the leaſt Woman: forthe little Women areas un- 
happie as the greateſt; for though their ſtatures beelitcle, 
yetthcir hearts are big then ſpeake faire to all, but truſt 
none ; and ſay with Diogenes, It is too ſoone for a you 
manto marry, andtoolate for old men. One askeda Phki- 
loſopher, what the life ofa marryed man was ? He anſwe- 
red, Miferie z And what is his fclieity > Miſerie ; Forhe 
ſtill lingers in hope of further joy ; Andwhatishis end ? 
and he ſtill anſwered, Miſery. "26 
F 2 There 
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(36): 


© There are fixe kindes of Women that thou ſhouldeſt 


take heedethat thou match not _ to any one of 
chem: that is to ſay, good nor bad, faire nor foule, rich 
nor poore; for if thou marryeſt'one -that is good, thou 
mayſt quickly ſpill her with roo much making of her: for 
when ) oy prickes a woman, then thee will grow 
knaviſh : and if bad, then thou muſt ſupport her inall her 
bad actions, and that will be ſoweariſome unto thee, that 
thou hadſt as good draw water continually to fill aboteom. 
lefſe Tub: if the be faire, thenchou muſt doe nothing elſe 
but watch her : And if ſhe be foule and loathſome, who 
can abide her ? If ſhe be rich, then thou muſt forbeare her 
becauſe of her wealth; And if ſhe bee poore, then thou 
muſtneedes maintaine her, 

For ifa Woman bee never ſo rich in Dowry,happyby 
her good name; beautifull of body, ſobcrof countenance, 
eloquent infpeech, and adorned with vertue, yer they 
have oneill quality or other, which overthroweth all the 
other; Like unto that Cow which giueth great ſtore of 
milke, and prefently ſtriketh it downe with her foote : 
ſuch a Cow isas much to be blamed for the lofle, asto 
be commended forthegift ; or like as when men talke of 
fuch a __ or —_ man, he is an ter pus WOrkee 
man, ot he is a good Chirurgion, or a Phyfitian, or 
beivy pretty fellow of his handy - bur if they conclude 
with this word: Bar it is pittie hee hath one fault, which 
commonly in ſome men is drunkenneſſe: then 1 ſay, ithe 
were endued with all the former qualities, yet they can- 
not gainebim ſo much credit, tocounterpoylethe diſcre- 

dit that commeth thereby, ' 

It is ayd of men, thatithey have that one fault, but of 


women It is faydthat they have two faults, that is to ſay, 


they 


(37) 
they canneither ſay well, nor doe well; There is a ſaying 
var goetk thus, that ehings farre fercht and deare bought, 
are of us mofi dearely beloved : Thelike may be fayd of 
Women, although many of them arenot farre fetched, 
yetthey are dere bought z yea, and fo deare, that many 
a man curſeth his hard penny-worth,and bannes his owne 
heart. For the pleaſure ofthe faireſt womanin the world 
laRteth but a Honey-moone, that is, while a Man hath 
glutted his affeRions, and reaped the firſt fruit; his pleas 
_ being paſt, ſorrowand repentance remayneth ſtill with 
im. 

Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to ſtrive againſt 
theſe tame Serpents; thou ſhalthave more ſtrings to thy 
bow than @ne;it is ſafe riding at two ankers;alwayes looke 
beforethou leape, leaſt thy ſhinnes thou chanceto breake, 
Now the fire is kindled, let vs burne the other faggot, and 
{oroour matter againe, 

If a Woman be never ſocomely, thinke her a coun» 
- terfeir; if neyer ſo ſtraight, thinked her crooked zif ſhe be 
well ſer,call her a boſſe, ſlender, a hazell ewigy if browne 
thinke her gs blacke as a Crow; it well-coloured, apain- 
ted wall; if ſad, or ſhame-fac'd, then thinke her a Clowney 
if merry and pleaſant, then ſhe is the liker tobe a wanton. 
Bur if thou be ſuch a foole, that thou wilt ſpend thy time 


and treaſure, the one in the love of women, and the other 


ro delight them, in my minde thou reſembleſt the ſim- 
ple Indians, who apparrell themſelves moſt richly when 
they goeto be burned, 

But what ſhould I ſay > ſome would net give their bable 
for the Tawer of London, He that hath ſayled ar Sea,hath 
ſeene the dangers, and he that is marryed, cantell of his 
owne woc; but he that was _—_ burnt, will never __ 

3 the 
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the fire; Some will poe to Dice, alchangh they fee others 
loſe their moaey at play; and fome will marry, although 
they beg together. Is irnor ſtrange that men ſhould beſo 
fooliſh to doteon Women, who differ ſo farre in nature 
from men? for a man delights in armes,and in hearing the 
ratling drums,but a woman loves to heare ſweete Mulicke 
on the Lute, Citrerne, or Bandora; a man rejoyceth to 
march among the murthered Carkafſes, but a woman to 
dance ona filkencarpet;a man loves to heare the threatning 
of his Princes enemies, but a woman weepes when ſhee 
hcares of wars: a man loves to lye onthe cold grafſe, bnt a 
woman muſt bee wrapped in warme mantles; a Man tri- 
umphs at warres, buta Womanrejoyceth more at peace. 

Ifa mantalke of any kinde of beaſt or fowle, preſently 
the nature is knowne ; as for example, the Lyons are all 
ſtrong and hardy, the Hares are all fearctull and coward- 
| ly,the Doves are all ſimple, and fo of all beaſts and fowles 
thelike ; I meane, few or noneſwarving from his kinde: 
but women have more contrary ſorts of behaviour chan 
there be Women; and therefore impoſſible for a Man to 
know all,nonor one part of womens qualities,all the daycs 
of his life, 

Some with ſwecete words undermine their husbands, as 
Dalilab did Sampſon; and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary of the world, as Socrates and others, So. 
crates when his wifedid chide and brawle, would goe 
out of his houſerill all were quietagaine: but becauſe hee 
would not ſcould with her againe, itgrieved her the 
more; for on atime ſhe watched his going out,and threw 
a Chamber-por out of a window on his head: Ha, ha, 
quorh he, I thought after all this thunder there would 
.comeraine, 

There 
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There is an Hiftory makerh mention of one nzmed An» 
»ynics, who inviteda friend ofhis to goc home with him 
to ſupper; bur whenhe came home, hee found his Wife 
chidivg and brawling with her Maydens,wherecat kis gueſt 
was very much diſcontented, A»ny#iws turning to bim, 
ſayd; Good Lord, how impaticnt art thou ? 1 have ſuffe- 
red her theſe twenty yeares, and canſt not thou zbide her 
ewo hourcs ? By which meanes he cauſed his wife to leave 
chiding, and laughed out the matter, | 

There is no woman but either ſhee hath a long tongue, 
or a longing tooth, and they are two ill neighbours, if 
they dwell rogether, for the one will lighten the purſe, if 
it be ſtill pleaſed, and the other will waken thee from thy 
fleepe, ifit beenot charmed, Is it not ſtrange of what 
kinde of metall a womans rongue is made, that neither 
correQion canchaſten, nor faire meanes quiet ?. For there 
is a kinde of venom in it, that neither by faire meanes nor 
foule they are tobe ruled, All Beaſts by Men are made 
tame, but-a womans tongue willnever be ramez it is but a 
ſmall thing and ſeldome ſeene, bur it isoften heard, rothe 
terrour-and utter confuſfton of many a man, 

Therefore as a ſharpe bit curbs afroward Horſe, even 
ſo a curſt Woman muſt be roughly uſed ; but if Women 
could hold their tongucs, then many times men would 
hold their bands, As the beſt metled bladeis mixt with 
iron,cvenſo the beſt woman thatis, is not free from faults, 
the goodlieft Gardens are not free from weedes, no more: 
is the beſt, nor faireſt woman from ill deedes, 

He that uſeth troth to tell, 
May blamed be, thongh be ſay well, 
If then ve young, marry not yet: 
Ifthoube old, thou wilt bave more wit. 
For: 


(40) 
For young mens wives will not be tanght, 
Ana old men wives are good for naught. 
And be that for a Woman ftrives by law, 
Shall ftrive like a Cox-combe, and proove but 4 Daw. 
Then buy theu not with overmuch coſt, 
The thing which geeldes but labour loſt. 

Divers beaſts and Fowles by nature have more ſtrength 
in one part of the body than inanother; as the Eagle in 
the beake, the Vnicarne in the horne,the Bull in the head, 
the Beare inthearmes, the Horſe io his breſt, the Dogge 
inhis tecth, the Serpentis his taylez but a womans chiefe 
ſirength is in her rongue, The Serpent hath not ſo much 
venom in his tayle, as ſhe hath in her tongue; and as the 
_ never leaveth _ and Ringing, and ſeckin 
to doe miſchiefe : even ſo, tome women are never well, 
except they bee caſting out venom withtcheir rongues, 
tothe hure of their husbands , or of their neighbours. 
Therefore he that will diſcloſe his ſecrets ro a woman, is 
worthy to have his hayre cut with Sampſon : For, if thou 
untfoldeft any thing of ſecret tea woman, the more chou 
chargeſt her tokeepe it cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeeme as 
it were to be with child, till ſhe have revealed ir amongft 
her goſſips; yet if one ſhould make a doubt of her ſecrecie, 
ſhe would ſceme angric, and ſay, I amno ſuch light Huſ- 
wite of my roNgue, as they whoſe ſecrets lye at their 
tongues ends, which flyes abroad fo ſoonc as they open 
their mouthes; therefore feare not todiſcloſe your ſecrets 
to mee, forl was neyer touched with any ſtaine of my 
tongue in my life; nay, ſhee will not ſticke to ſweare that 
ſhe will treade ir under foote, or burie itunder a ſtone;yer 
for all this beleeve her not, for every woman hath cone c- 
ſpeciall goſſip atthe leaſt, which ſhe doth love and affe& 
above 


(41) 
above all the reſt, and untoher ſhe runneth with all the ſe: 
Crets ſhe knoweth, | 

There 1s a Hiſtory maketh mention of one Zys, whom 
King 4wfis commanded to goe into the Market, and to 
buy the beſt and profitableſt meate he could get; and hee 
bought nothing but rongues: the King asked him the reg« 
ſon why he __ noother meate, who made this anſwer; 
I was commanded to buy the beſt meate, and from the 
tongue come many good and profitable ſpeeches, Then 
the King ſeat him againe, and bade him buy the worſt and 
unpro 

ucs 


tableſt meate; and he likewiſe bought nothing bur 
rongucs. The King againe asked himthe'reaſon : from no- 

_ thing (ſaith hee) commeth worſe yenom than from the 

congues,and ſuch tongues mofi women have. 

Romane hiſtories make mention of one of the cheefe 

Governours of Reme, that had a Sonne whoſe name way 

Cn GED 

-houſe er carne ome; 
him wichall to keepe their ſecrets. His mother was divers 
times asking of the Boy what they did at the Counſell- 
houſe; and whatthe cauſe was of their ofcen mecting 1 
On a time young P#riw fearing to diſpleaſe his Father, 
and hoping to ſatisfie his mother, told her this: Mothes 
(ſayd he) there is hard hold amongſt them about making 
of a Law, that every man ſhall have rwo wives, or every 
woman two husbands; and ſo farreas I can. perceive, it is 
likely to be concluded upon, that every man ſhall have 
two Wiycs. 

The next day when he and his Father were gone to the 
Counſcl-houſe, ſhe beſtirred her ſelfe, and got moſt of 
thechiefe Women of the Cirry _— and told chem 
what a Law was like tg be — if tt were not prevented; 
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(432) 
and ſo to the Counſell-houſe they went agreat flocke of 
them. But when they came in, the Governours were 
all amazed, and asked the cauſe oftheir comming, And 
one of the Voemen baving leaveto ſpeake, ſaydrhus: 
Whereas youare about to makea Law, thai cvery man 
ſhall have two Wives, confider wich your ſelves what 
unquictnefſeand firife thereby will ariſe, bur (fayd ſhe) ir 
were berterthat one woman might bave two husbands, 
that if the one were on buſincfle abroad, the other mi 

be at home, Now when the Governours heard this 
ſpcech, they mervailed whereupon it ſhould ariſe : then 
young Pspirine requeſted that he might ſpeake, who pre- 
ſently reſolved them the cauſe of the womens comming; 
ſo they greatly commendedthe Boy,and laughed the wor 
men to ſcorne. 

Here thou mayecft perceive by a taſte, what Wine is in 
the But : but ifthe Dragons head be full of poy ſon,whar 
venom then (thinkeſt rhov) lurkerh in the tayle 2 All rhig 
isbuttotell thee of the 'doubrs and dangers that come 
by marryagesyet I would net have allto feare ro lye ia the 
graſle, becauſea ſnake Tyeth there; ngr all men feare to 
goc to Sea, becauſe ſomearedrowned at ſea; neyther doc 
I warne all men to feare togoe to their beds, becauſe ma- 
ny dye in their beds; then marry a Godsname, but againe, 
and againe take heede of the choyſe of thy wife. 

Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor chooſe for 
riches without good conditions. S«lowew amongſt many 
other notable ſentences fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, that a 
faire woman withour diſcreet manners, is like a gold ring 
in a Swinesſnout? And ifthou martyeſt for wealth, then 
thy wife many times will caſt it in thy dih, fay ing, that of 
a beggar ſhe made theea man. Apaine, ifthou marryeſt 

for 
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for beautie, and abovethy calling, thou muſt not onely 
beare with thy Wives folly, but with many unhappy 
words; for ſhee will ſay,ſhe was blinded in fancying thee; 
for ſhee might have bad Captaine ſuch a one; or this Gen- 
tleman, or that; ſo thatthou ſhalt never neede to craye a 
| foulc word at her hand in ſeven yeares, for thou ſhalt have 
enough withour asking; beſides, I feare. me thou wilt bee 
better headed than wedded, for ſhe will makethee.weare 
an Oxeefcather inthy Capyyct he which hath afaice wife, 
will adventure upon athouſand infamies, onely inhopeto 
keepe her in the ftate ofan honeſt woman : bur it ſhe be ill 
given ,doewhatthoucanſ, breake thy heart, and bend thy 
dy never ſo much, yet all will nor ſerye, thou, mayſtler 
her goeall houres inthe night,fhee willnever meete with 
a worſe than her ſclfe, except ſhee meer with the Divell 
bimſclfe. | - pf 3. ; 
Therefore yet once. more I adviſe thee. in the choyle 
of thy wife, to havea ſpeciall regard to her qualities and 
conditions, before thou ſhake hands, or jumpe a match 
with her : Alfoinquire and marke the life and converſati- 
on of her Parents; let the old Proverbe put thee in minde 
hereof, that anill Bird layeth an ill Egge, the Cat will 
after her kinde z an ill Tree cannot bring forth good 
fruite, the yaung Cub groweth craftic like the dammey 
the young Cocke croweth as theolde; and it isa very, 
rare matter to ſee children tread out of the pathes of their 
Parcnts, Hethat commerh into a Fayre to buy an Horſe, 
will pry intoevery part, to ſee whether hee be ſound of 
wipe and limbe, without cracke. or flaw, . and.whe- 
ther his breeding were ina hard ſoyle, or whether kee be 
well paced; and likewiſe he will have a care that his horſe 
ſhall have all ourward markes which . betoken a good 
' G2 orſe, 
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Horſe; yet with allthecunning he hath, he may be decei- 


ved; but if heprovea ade, he may put him away atthe 
next Fayre. : 

Bur if in choyſeof thy wife thou de deceived, as many 
men are, thoumuſt ſtand rothy Word , which thou 
madeſt before the whole Pariſh , which was, to take 
her for better for worſe, for there is norefufing: ſhe will 
ſticke to thee as cloſe as a ſaddle toa Horſe backe, and if 
_ frowardly given, then ſhe will vex thee night and 

ay. 

Ln the quicteft couples thar ace, yet houſhold jars 
will arife, bur yer ſuch quarrels which happen inthe &; 
are often on with kiſſes in the night; but ifirbenor 
ſo ended, their thrift will goe forward like the carriage 
which isdrawne betweene two horſes, tayle to tayle;and 
if ſhe cannot revenge her ſelfe with her tongue, nor with 
her hands, nor with canveying thy goods, yet ſhe will pay 
thee home privatcly, for if thou ſtrike with thy ford, ſhee 
will ftrike _ the —_— _— not - -4- we by his 

inging, nor thy wife by her ſinging; for if thou doeft; 
cham ove be Ao well deceivedin both; forthy Repier 
may prove a Iade,and thy wife bur litter berrer., 

Now, ifthou aske me how thou ſhouldeſ chufe thy 
wife? I anſwer, that thou haſt the whole worldro make 
choyſe, and yet thou mayft be deccived. An ancicat Fa- 
ther being asked by a young man;how hee ſhould chuſe a. 
Wiſe, he anſwered him thus : When thou ſeeſt a flocke of 
Maydens together, hoodwinke thy ſelfe faſt, and runne 
amonigfthem, and looke which thou catcheſt, let her be 


—_— The youug mantold him, that if be went blind- 
folded;he mig eived: And {6 thou mayſt (quoth 


the old man) if thy eyes were openy for in the choyſe - 
| by 
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thy wife,thou muſt nottruſt thine owne eyes, for they will: 
deccive thee, and be the cauſe of thy woe: For ſhee may 
ſceme good whole waſtcis like a wand , or ſhee which. 
hath a ſpider-fingered hand,or ſhe which on hergip*toecs. 
fill doth ſtand, and never reades but in a golden booke, 
nor will not —_— but with a golden hooke: or ſuch. 
a one that can ſtroake a Beard, or looke.a head, and.of 
every Flea make her ſelfcaffraid; if ane had a ſpring, 
ſuch a wench would make him a begger, if hee were halte. 
a King; thenthis is no bargaine for thee. But harke alittle 
further ; the beſt time for a young man to marry, is, at the. 
age of twenty and five, and thea to take a wife of the age 
of ſcyenteene yeares, or thereabout, rather a Mayde than. 
a widdow: fora widdow is framed to the conditions of a+ 
nother man, and can hardly be altered, ſothat thy paines. 
will be doubles For thou muſt unlearne. a widdow, and 
make her forget and forgoe her former corrupt-and dif 
ordered behaviour, the which is hardly to be done: but a. 
young woman of tender yeares is flexible and bending, o- 
bedicnt and ſubjeR to doe any thing,according to the will 
and pleaſure ot her husband. | 

And ifthy tate be good, marry neaze home,aud at leas. 
ſurc; burif thy ſtate be weake and poore, then to better, 
thy ſelfe,after inquiry made of her wealth and conditions, 
gec farre off, and diſpatch it quickely,for doubt of tatling 
ſpeeches, which commonly in theſe caſes runne betwixt 
partic and partic, and breake it off, eycn then when ir is 
come tothe upſhot : Bur. as. I have already ſayd, before 
thou put thy foote out of doores, make diligentinquirie. 
ofher behaviour, for by the Market-folke, thou ſhalc 
keare how the Market gocth: For by inquirie thou ſhalt. 
heare whether ſhe be wile, yerrvous, and kjnde, waning 
3.3 ut 


C 


(46) 
buther owne proper hayre, ad ſuch garments as her 
friends eftate Gil aorkor whether Nee loveto keepe 
within the houſe, and to the ſervanrs have a watchfull eye; 
or if ſheave a care when to ſpend, and when to ſpare, an 
to be content wich what Goddoth ſend: or if ſhee can ſhed 
no kinde of unfained teares, butwhen juſt cauſe of hearty 
ſorrow is; and that in wealth and woe, in ſickeneſſe and in 
health,ſhe will be all alike : ſuch awife will make thee a 
bappic man inthy choyſe. 

Alchough ſome happen on a Divelliſh and unhappic 
woman, yet all men doe nor ſo; and ſuch as happen ull, it 
isa warningto make ther wiſe, if they make a ſecond 
choyſe, not that all other ſhall have the like Fortune: the 
Sunne ſhineth upen the good and bad, and many a man 
happencth ſooner on a ſhrew than a fheepe. Some thrive 
by ticin :burnotone ina hundred; therefore dicing is ill 
tiusbandry: fome thrive by marriage, and yet many are 
undone by marriage, for marriage is either the making 
or marring of many a man : and yet I will nor ſay, but a- 
monegſt duftthere are Pearles found, and in hard Rockes 
Diamonds of great value, and io amongſt many women 
there are ſome good, asthat moſt gracious and glorious 
Queeneof all womankinde, the Virgin Mery, the mother 


of al? bliſſe : whar won her honovr, bur an humble mifde, 


and her paines and love unto our Saviour Chriſt?- 
$ar4is commended for her earneſt love that ſhe bare ro 
her husband,not onely for calling him Lord;zbut for many 
other qualities, Alſo S»ſaxxs for her chaftitie,and for cree» 
ping on her knees to pleaſe her husband;but there are mea- 
ner hiſtories which make mention of many others; as that 
of Demetryes how that ſhee was content to run Lackey by 
her husbands ſide. 4 
IKC* 
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Lifewiſe Lucretis, forthe love and loyaltie that ſhee 
bare to her husband, being unkindly abuſed by anunchaſte 
Tercher againſt her will, (he preſently flew her ſelfe in the 
preſence of many, rather than ſhe would offer her body a- 
gaineto her husband, being but once defiled, 

It is recorded of an Earlecalled Gunzales, that upon the 
Kings diſpleaſure was committed to priſon, and his wife 
having liberty te viſite him in priſon,* on a time ſhee 
cauſed him to put oft his apparell, and put on hers, and 
ſo by that meanes got out by the Porter, and ſhe remay- 
ned in Priſon; and ſoby this meanes he eſcaped the angry 
rage of bis Prince, and afterwards bis wite was delivered 
allo. 


Likewiſe it was no {mall love that Artew#fie bare to her 
husband,for after kis death ſhe built ſuch a famous Sepul- 
cher (and beſtowed the greateſt part ofher wealth there- 
on) in ſo muchthatat this day it iscalled one of the ſeyen 
great wonders ofthe world, 

Alſo Pliny makes mention of a fiſher-man which dwelt 
neare unto the ſea»ſ{ide, and hee fcll ficke of anuncurable 
diſeaſe, by which meancs hee endured ſuch rorments and 
paine, that would have grieved any Creature to be. 
hold him; his carcfull and loving wite laboured and tra- 
vailed farre and neere to procure his health againe, but 
at laſt ſecing all meanes in vaine, ſhee brake out with 
him in thele words: Death at one time or another will 
come, andtherefore rather than you ſhould any longer 
endure this miſerable life, Iam content that both of us 
prevent death before he come; ſo this poore grieved man 
did yeeld to her counſcll, and they weat forth to the top 
of an excecding high rocke, and there this woman bound 
ber (clfe faſt to hex husband, and from thence _ 
them- 
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themſclves doawne;, and both ended their lives fogether/ 

- Now I doe not commend this death to bee godly, al- 
— it ſhewerh great love in the Woman. No doubt 
but the King Deriws had a very kind and loving wife, as 
ſhall appeare; for when Alexander the great had deprived 
him of hegrexeſiparrof his Kingdome,yethe bore it out 
_ patiently, with a valiant and y courage, and 
without any ſhew of outward greefe at all ; but when 
newces was brought him that his wife was dead , hee then 
moſt gricvouſly brake intoteares, and wept bitterly, and 
withall be ſayd, That the loſſe of his whole Kingdome 
—_ not have grievedhim'ſo much, as the death of his 
Wie. 
 Irisalſorecorded of Alexender, that at the death of his 
wife, he made ſuch a ſorrowfull kind of ſpeech for ker,ſay- 
ing, Death were kind if be tooke nothing but that which offen- 
drth, but be hath taken her away which ever offended. 0h 
Death, thou baſt bereaved me of the verter part of my lifes 

It is ſayd of Yalerime Maximw, that hec on a time 
finding ewo Serpents in his Bed-Chamber, being 
ſtrangely amazed thereat, hee demanded of the South- 
EC it meaned, and they anſwered him, That of 
neceflitic hee muſt kill one of them : Andif hee killed 

the Male, then he himſelfe ſurely ſhall firſt dye, And if 
he killed the Femalc, then his Wife ſhould dye before 
him: and becauſe he loved his Vife better than himfelfe, 
hce moſt willingly made choyſe ofthe Male, and Kklled 
him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, leaving his wife a 
widdow. | 

Suchia kinde an Animall co his wife was 44m, for hc 
was forbidden on paine of Dearh, not to cate of the 
. Treeofgood andevill; yerforall that, 44ownotwith- 
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ſtandingto gratifie his wiveskindneſſe, and for love hee 
bare her,refuſed not xo hazard his life by breach of thar 
Commandement. | 

Bur becauſe inall things there is a contrary,which fhew 
eth the difference berwixt good and the bad; even fo 
beth of men and women there are contrary forts of beha- 
viourz ifin thy choyſethou happen en a good wife,defire 
not tochange,tor there is a Proverbe ſaith,Seldome com- 
meth a better. And there is none poorer than thoſe thar 
have had many wives, Thou mayeſt beare a good afteRion 
towardsthy wife, and yet not let her know it: thou mayſt 
love her well, and yet notcarry her on thy backe: a man 
may love his houſe well, and yetnot ride on the ridge. 
Lovethy wife and ſpeake her faire,although thoudoe bur 
Hatter her ; for women loveto bee accounted beaurifull, 
and tobe Miſtreſle of many Maydes, and to live without 
controlement, and kinde words as much pleaſe a woman 
as any thing whatſoever, and a mans chicfeft deſire ſhould 
be firſt the grace of God, a quiet life, and an honeſt wife, 
a good reportand a friend in ſtore ; and then what neede a 
man toaske any more ? 

Saint Pexl faith, Thoſe that marry doe well; but he al- 
ſo ſairh, Thoſe which marry not doe better; bur yet alſo 
he ſaith, That itis better to marry chan roburae in luſt. A 
merry companion being asked by his friend; why hee did 
not marry, he made this anſwer, and ſayd; That hee had 
beene in Bedlam two or threetimes, and yer he was ne- 
ver ſomad to marry : and there is no joy nor pleaſure 
in theworld which may be compared to marriage,” ſo 
the parties are of neere equall yeares, and of good: qua- 
lities: then good fortune and bad is welcome to them, 
both their cares are cquall, = their joyes alike; come 

what 
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what will, all is wel-come, and all is common betwixe 
them, the husbanddoth honour and reverence her,and if 
he be rich, hee committeth all his goods to her keeping , 
and ifhe be poore, and in adverſitie, then he beareth bur 
the one halfe of the greefe,and furthermore,ſhe will com- 
fort him with allthe comfortable meanes ſheecan deviſe, 
and if he will tay ſolitary inhis houſe, ſhe will keepe him 
companiey if hee will walke into the fields, __ will 
goe with him :and if he be abſent from home, ſhe ligheth 
often, and wiſheth his preſence : being comehome, hee 
Endethcontenr, ſhe _ ſmiling in every corner of his 
houſe, te give him a kinde and hearty welcome home, 

and the receiveth him with the beſt and heartieſt joy that 

ſhe can. Many arc the joyes, and {weete pleaſures in marri. 
age, aS in ourchildreo, being young, they play, prattle, 
lavgh, and ſhew us many pretty toyes to move us to 
mirth and laughrer;and when they are bigger growne,and 
thar age and poverty hathafMliQed the Parcnts; then they 
ſhew the duty of children in releeving their old Parents 
with what they can ſhift for; and when their Parents are 
dead, they bring them to the Earth, from whence they 

Came. 

Yet now conlider -on the other fide, when a wrinkled 
2ndroothlefle women ſhall take a beardlefle Boy ( a hore 
tale to make of it) there can bee no liking nor loving be- 
rweene ſuch contraries, hut continuallſtrife and debate: 
ſolikewiſce, when matches are made by the Parents, and 
the dowry told.and payd before the young couple have 
aty knowledge of it, and ſo many times are forcedagainf 
their mindes, fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their 
Parents, they ofren-promiſe withtheir mouthes, that they 
refuſe with their hearts, 

| Alſo, 
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Alfo if 8 man marry a wife for faire lookes, without 
dowry, then thy love will ſoone waxe cold, inſomuch 
they uſe them not like Wives,but rather like kitchinſtuffe, 
whereas thoſe which marry rich wives, they have alwayes 
ſomerhing to be in love withall. It is a common thing now 
adayes,that a faire women without riches, finds more Lo- 
vers than Husbands, 

Chuſe nota wife too faire, nortoo foule, nor too richg 
for if ſhe be faire, every one will be catching at her, and if 
ſhee be too foule, a man will have n© minde to love her 
which oo man likes; and iſtoo rich, thou thiakſtto marry 
with one which thou meaneſt to make thy companion, 
thou ſhalt figde her a commanding miftreſle, ſothat riches 
cauſeth a womaa to be proud, beauty makes her to bee 
ſuſpeRed, and hard favour maketh her tobe hated. There- 
fore chuſe a wife young,well borne, and well brought up, 
reaſonable rich, and indifferent beautifull, and of a good 
wit aad capacitic: Alſo, inchoyſe of a wife, a man ſhould 
note the honeſtie ofthe Parents, far it is a likelyhood, thar 
theſe Children, which are yertuouſly brought up, will 
follow theſtepsof their Parents ; bur yet many a Tree is 
ſpoyled in the hewing: Thereare ſome which have bur 
one onely daughter, andthey are ſoblinded with the ex- 
trreame love they beare her, that they will not have her 
biadred ofher will, whatſocver ſhe defireth, bur ſuffer her 
to live in all wanton pleaſure and delicacie, which after. 
wards turneth commonly to be the cauſe of many incon- 
venictices. 

Now, the father before he marry his daughter, isto fife 
throughly the qualities, behaviour, and lifeof his Sontez 
in-law, for he which meeterh with acivill and an hone 
Set-in-law getting a good _ and heethar o_ 
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with an ill one, caſteth away his Daughter. 

The husband muſt provide to ſatisfic the heneſt deſires 
of his wife, ſo that neither neceſſitie, nor ſuperfluitic be 
the occaſion toworke her diſhonour : for both want and 
plentie, both caſe anddifeaſe, makes ſome women oftca.. 
times unchaſte. And againe, many times, the wife ſeei 

the husband take no care for her, maketh (belike) this rec» 
koning, that no body elfe will care for her, or deſire her : 
Bur to conclude the ſame point, ſhe onely is to be accoun- 
tcd honeſt, who haviog liberty to doe amiſſe, and yer doth 
it not. 

Againe, a man ſhould thus account of his wifc, as the 
onely.treaſute he enjoyeth upon earth,and he muſt alſo ac. 
couat that there is nothing more due tothe Wife , than 
the faitbfull, honeft, and loving company ef her husband: 
He ovghtalſo in figne of love, to impart his ſeercts, and 
counſellunto his wife. z for many have found much come 
fort atd profir, by taking their wives counſell;and if thau 
impart any ill happe to thy wife,ſhe lightnerh thy greefe, 
eyther by.comforting thee lovingly, or elſe in bearing a 
part thereof paticntly. Andif thou cſpie a fault inthy 
wife, thou:muftnotrebuke her angerly or. reprochfully, 
but onely ſecretly betwixt youtwo,alwayes remembring, 
that thou muſt neither chide nor play with thy Wife bc- 
fore company; thoſe thar.play and dally with chem before 
compaty, they doc:thereby. ſet other mens tecth on edge, 
and maketheir wives leſſe thamefaft. 

It behooveth the married man alwayes to ſhew him» 
ſelfe in ſpeech and countenance, , both- gentle and ami- 
able: for ifa woman of modeſt behaviour ſeeth any 
om incivilitiein her husband, ſhe doth not onely ab- 

re it, bar alſo thinketh with her ſclfe, that other men 
axe 
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are more diſcreet, and better brovght vpz therefore it 


ſtanderh him uponto bee civill and modeſt in his doings, 
leſt hee offend thechafte thorghts of his wife, to whoſe 
liking he ought toconforme himſelf& in all honcſt and rea» 
lonable things,and to take heede of every thing which may 
diſlike her, | 
Why ſome women love their Lovers better than their 
husbands, the reaſon is, the Lover inthe preſcace of his 
Lady is very curious of his behaviour, that hee uſeth no 
unſeemely geſtures; whereby there may beeno fuſpicion 
of jcalouſie, or any exception be taken by any thing hee 
doth. It behooveth every woman to have a great regard 
to her behaviour, and to keepe her ſclfe out of the fire 
knowing that a woman of ſuſpcaed chaſtitie liverh but 
inamiſerable caſe, for there is but ſmall difference by 
being naught, and being thought naught, and when ſhee 
heareth another womar ſpoken il! of, let herthinke in her 
minde what may bee ſpoken of her; for when a weman 
hath gotten an ill ame, whether | bee deſerved or 
withone a cauſe, yet ſhce will bave much adoeto recover 
againe the honour and credit thereof , Jet a Woman a- 
voyde fo muchas may bee, the'Companicot a Woman 
which hath an ill name, for many of them. endcavonr by 
their evill faſhions and difhoneſt ſpeech, to bring others 
todoe asthey doe, and many of them with in their hearts 
that all women were hike unto themſelves. It may be ſayd 
of many women, thatthe feathers are more worth than 
the bird, therefore it behooveth every woman.tobehave 
her ſclfe ſoſobcrly and chaſtly in countenance and ſpecch, 
thatno man my bee {o bold as to afſayle her. For com- 
monly Caſtles, ikthey come once to partly, areat point to 
yeeld; therefore if a woman by chance bee ſet vpon, ler 
H3 hc 
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her makethisanſwere, When wasa Mayde: I was at the 
diſpoſition of my Parents, butnow I am marryed, I am at 
 thepleaſure ofmy husband;therefore you were belt ſpeake 
to him, and to know his minde, what 1 ſhall doe and if her 
husband be out of the way, let her alwayes behave her 
ſclfeas he werepreſcnt. 

Alſo a woman may coofider, if her husband bee cho- 
lericke and haſtic z ſhe muſt over-come him with milde 
ſpeeches, and if he chide, he muſt hold her peace, Forthe 
anſwere of a wiſe woman ' is filcace, and the muſt tay ro 
utter her. minde till hee be appeaſed of his furie, andat 
quiee: Forif Women many times would hold their 
tongues, they might be at quiet. 'There was a very angry 
couple marryedtogether, anda friend being with them 
at ſupper, asked them how they could agree together, 


bcing both ſo froward and tefticzthe good man made him” 


this aaſwere,when I am angric, my wife beareth with rae, 
and when ſhe is angry, I beare with her : For with what 
heart cania map ſo much as'touch a hayre of his Wives 
head > {I meane rigorouſly) forthe husband oughc to re- 
buke her with kinde words fecretly, and ſecke to reforme 
her by good counſell : He oughtto-lay before her the 
ſhame ofil doing, and the prayſeof well doing, if this 
willnort ſerve, yerhee ought rather patiently to forbeare 
her, than rigorouſly to beate her, for ſhee is fleſh of his 
fleſh,and there is no man ſo fovliſh,to burt his owne fleſh. 
A man oughtto be acomforter of his wife, then ſurcly 
hecoughtnort tobee atormenter ofher z For with what 
face can a man imbrace that body which bis hands have 
batteredand bruſed > Or with what heart can a woman 
love that man, which can finde in his heart to beare her 2 
Alſo, when a man findeth a painefull and carefull womay, 
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which knoweth when to ſpend, and when to ſpare, and to 
keepe the houſe in goed order, then the husband will not 
deniec ſuch a Witc any neceſſaric thing belonging to the 
Hovſe: but if ſhe bea light Huſwife, who liveth without 
doing any thing, without caripg for husband, children, or 
ſervants, or any other belonging tothe houſe, thereby 
ſhewing, although her body be in tbe Houſe, yet her mind 
is abroad, which redowndcth to her ſhame,and toher hufz 
bands great hindrance, For whea the Miſtreſſe is occupi- 
cd in vatlity, the ſervants are careleſſe for her profit, but 
looke tortheir owne. For while the Miſtreſle playeth, the 
Mayden ſtrayeth, 

Butthoſe men areto be __ at, who having a wife, 
and a ſufficient wite to doe allthe worke within Jdoores, 
which belongs toa womanto doe, yet .the-husband will 
ſer hens abroog), ſeaſon the rot.anddrefie the meate; or a> 
ny the like'worke, which belongeth not to the man: ſuch 
husbands many times offend theit wives greatly, and they 
wrongthemſelves, for if they were-imployed abroad in 
matters belonging tomen, they would bee the more defi- 
rous being come home to take their eaſe, and nor trouble 
their wives and ſervants in medling with their matters, for 
the rule and government of the houſe belongeth to the 
witc. 

And heethat hatha wife of his ewne,and gocth to anp-» 
ther woman, is like arich theefe, which will ieale when 
he hath no ncede. 

Amongſt allthe Creatures that God hath Created, 
there is none moreſubjeR ro miſery than awoman, eſpe- 
cially thoſethar are fruitfullto beare children: for t 
have ſcarce a moneths reſt ina whole yeare, but are contt- 


nually overcome with paine, ſorrow, and feare, as _ 
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the danger of child-bvearing muſt needes beea great ter- 
rourto women, which are counted but weake Veſlels in 
reſp:&of men, and yet it is ſuppoſed that there is no dis 
fealethat a man enJureth, thit 1s one halfe ſo grievous or 
painefull as childe-bearingto a woman; Let it bee tooth» 
ach,gowror colicke;nay,it aman had all rheſe at once,yer 
they were nothing comparableroa womans paine in her 
travellwith Childe. 

Now ifthou like notmy reaſons to expell love, then 
thou mayſt try @vids Arc, who preſcribes aſalve for ſuch 
aſore, forhe counſels thoſe - which . feele this horrible 
heate, tocoole their flames wich Herbes which ar e cold of 
nature,as Rew, Letrice,and other Hearbes, too long to 
recite : Alſo he ſaith, thou ſhouldeſt abltainc from cx 
celle of meate and drinke, for that provokes the minde 
greatly to luft; alſo tohunt, ro hawke, to ſhoot, to bowle, 
co run, to wraftle, or ſome otherplay, forthis will keepe 
thy minde from thinking of luſty alſo ſhunne flothfulneſſe 
and idleneſſe, for theſe arethe onely nurſes of love; eſchew 
melancholy or ſadneſſe, ang keepe merry company, turne 
thy cycs 'from the place where bewitching ſpirits are, 
leſt theremembrancedoe increaſe and rubbe thy galled 
minde: Alfo roeſchewthe place where thou didl(t firſt 
teelethe fire that burneth thy minde with ſuch unquiect 
thoughts. Likewiſe, ſaydhe, beware thou doe not twice 
pcrule the ſecret flattering letters of thy ſuppoſed friend- 
ly joy; forit choudoe notrefuſe the often view thereof, it 
will much increaſe thy griefe,dolour and annoy : uſe no 
talke of her whomithou loveſt, nor once name her: for 
that will iacreaſe thy care, by thinking in thy minde, 
that thou beholdeſt her face! But ſome are perſwaded 
+ thar norulesof reaſon canaſſivage this griefe, for loveis 
"SIE lawleſſe, 
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lawleſſe, and obeyes nolaw, no nor yet no cotnſell can 

rſwade, nor take effeR, or ſubdue the affeRion of his 
bewieched ſpirits. Furthermore, Ovid perſwades other 
reaſons toexpellthe heate of love, for where loye is ſeta 
led, the lovers are many timeshindred of their purpoſe: 
ſometimes for want of friends conſent, or diſtance of 
place, then and in ſuch a caſe,kis covnſe!l is to love two 
or three; for love being ſodivided, makes the love of one 
che lefle thought upon : or elſe, faith hee, ſatisfie thy luſt 
vpon ſome other Dame, for it will alſo helpe to weare the 
former love out of thy minde. Loe, thus Ovid ſhot, bur 
yet bee miſt the mwarke, not for want of learning, but for 
want of grace; for grace ſubdues andtreads all vices under 
foote,although mortall meanes dee preſcribe divers other 
dyetsto waſte the heate of loves deſire, as long abſence 
from the place where thy liking lives, for the coales of 
comfortdoe kindle and heate the heart, that with abſence 
would be voyde of harme; for abſence dothqualifie thae 
fircy and caole the mindes of thoſe which many times the 
company of wantons doe warme : for he which doth not 
ſhun the place were Feawe in her glory lits, hathno carcof 
biraſcltc, but ſuffcrs her to ſurprize his wits. 


The Beare-bayting, or the vanities of Widdowes : 
cbaſe you whether, 


Oe bee unto that unfortunate man that match< 
eth himſelfe unto a VViddow , fer a Widdow 
will bethe cauſe of a thouſand woes; yet there 
are many that doe wiſh themſelves no worſe 

matched than to arich Wikdon, but thou —_—_— 
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| (58) wu, 
whatgriefes thoujoyneſt with thygaines;for if ſhe be rich; 
ſhe wil looke to governe; andif ſhee be poore,thenthoy 
art plagued both with beggery and bondage : againe,thy 
paines will be double in regard of him which marryeth 
with a Mayde; for thou muft unlearne thy widdow, and 
make her forget her former corrupt and difordered behg- 
viour; the which if thou take upen thee todoe, thou hadſt 
even as good undertake to waſh a Blackamore white, for 
commonly widdowes are 'o froward, ſo waſpiſh, and fo 
Rubborne,rthat thou canſt not wreſt them fromtheir wils, 
and if chou thinke to make her good by ſtripes, thou muſt 
beate herrogeath. One having marryed with afroward 
Widdow, ſhe called him theefe, and manyother unhappy 
names;fo he tooke her,and cutthe rongue outof herhead? 
but ſheeverafterwards would make the ſigne of the gal. 
lowes with her fingers to him, 
Itis kefdvmne or never {eene, thara man marryeth with 
a widdow for her beauty, nor for herperſonage,but onely 
for her wealth and riches; and if ſhe be rich and beautifull 
withalt, theyrhou mincheſt thy ſelfe ro a ſhee Divell; For 
ſhe will gbe likea Peacocke,and thou like a Woodcocke; 
for ſhe will hide her money ro maintaine her pride, and 
if thou art at any time defirous to be merry in her compa- 
nie, ſhe will ſay thou art merry, becauſe thou haſt gotten 
a wife thatis able tormaintaime thee; "where before thou 
waſt a begger; and hadſt nothing :- Andif thouſhew thy 
ſelfe ſad,fhe will ſay, thou art ſad becauſe thou canſt not 
buric her,thereby to enjoy that which- ſhe hath $.if chou 
make proviſion to fare well in thy houſe; ſhe will bid thee 
i{pcnd'that which thou broughreſt thy ſelfe. | 
"If ehou ſhew thy ſelfe ſparing, ſhe will ſay, thou ſhale 
not pinch her ofthat which is ker owne; and if thou doe 
v any 
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any thing contrary to her minde, ſhe will ſay her other 
Husband was more kinde: If thou chance to- dine from 
home, thee will bid thee goe ſup with thy harlots abroad: 
ifthou goe abroad and ſpend any thing before thou com» 
meſt home,ſhe will ſay, A begger I found thee, anda beg- 

ar thou meancR toleave mee: Ifthou ſtay alwayes at 


home, ſhe will ſay, thou art happy thou haſt gotten a wife 


thar is able to maintaine theeidle : if thou carve her the 
beſt morſell on the Table, though ſhe take ir, yer ſhe will 
rake it ſcornefully, and ſay, ſhe had a husband that would 
let hercut where ſhe liked her ſclfe. 

And ifthou come in well diſpoſed, thinking tobe mer- 
ric, and 'cntreating her with taire words,ſhe will call thee 
diflembling bypocrite,ſaying,thou ſpeakeſt me faire with 
thy tongue ,but thy heart is on thy Minionsabroad, Loe 


_ theſearethe franticke trickesof froward widdowes, they 


are neither well full nor faſting, they will neither goe to 
Churchnor ſtay at home, (I mean in regard of their im- 
patient mindes:) Fora man ſhall neyer bee at quiet in het 
ſight, nor out of her fight; for ifthou bein her ſight, ſhee 
will yvex thee as before ſayd,and out of her ſight thy owne 
conſcience will torment and troublethy minde to thinks 
on the Pargatory which pcrforce thou muſt endure when 
thou commeſt home. 

She will make Clubs trumpe when thou haſt never a 
blacke Card inthy hand, for with her crueil rongue ſhe 
will ring thee ſucha peale, that one would thinke the Di» 
vellwere come from Hell : Beſides this, thou ſhalt have 
a brended lut, like a Hell-hagge, with a paire of-paps like 
a paire of dung-pots, ſhall bring in thy dinner , for thy 
widdow will not truſt thee witha wench that is handſome 
inthy kouſe, now if that _ juſt occation thou throweſt 
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the 
in by ſuch a ſlur, and ſo ſluttiſhly dreſt; then will thy wid. 
dow take Pepper in the Noſe, and flampe, and ſtare, and 
lookeſo ſowre, as if ſhee had come but even then from 
eating of Crabs, ſaying, Ifthou hadſi not marryed with 
me, thou wouldeſt have beene glad of the wor morſell 
thatis heere : then thon againe replying, ſayeſt;, If Thad 
not beene ſo mad, the Divell himſelfe would not have 
had thee ; andthen without cauſe thou blameſt her of 
olde age ,and of jealouſic, and for hiding her money, and 
for conveying away her goods, which thou haſt bought 
with thediſpleaure of thy Friends, and diſcreditto thy 
felfe, inregardof her yeares ; theo againe, ſhee on the 
other fide runneth out to her neighbours, and there ſhe 
thundreth our athouſand injuries that thou doeſt her, 
ſaying, my Corne he ſendeth ro the Market, and my Cat- 
tleto the Fayre, and looke what he openly findeth, hee 
takerb by force, and what I hide ſecretly, he privily ſtea- 
leth it away, andplayethaway all my money at Dice, Loe 
thus he conſumeth my ſubſtance, andyer haterh my per- 
ſon, no longer than I feede him with money, can 1 enjo 
his company, now he hath that he ſought for, hee rel | 
menothingelſe but froward anſwers, and foule uſage, 
and yet, God knowes, of pure love I marryed him with 
nothing; butnow his #11 husbandrie, is like ro bring to 
ruine both me and my children, but nowall this while 
flee doth not forget totell ofher owne good huſu ifery, 
ſaying, Ifit workingallday at my needle, or at my di- 
Rafe, and he like an unthritt,and a whoremonger runneth 
at randome: thus they are alwayes ſtretching debare upon 
the racke of vengeance. | 

Loe, hereis a life; but it is as wearifome as Hell: = 
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at thy Maydes head, ay hve broughe | 


— —_ 
4 
Wo 


—— ————— —— 2 —_—_— 


ifthey kiſſe in the morning, being friends, yet ere noone - . 
are ready to throw the houſe out at Window, The Pa- 
piſts affirme, that heaven is wonne by Purgatorie, but in 
my minde a man ſhall never come into a worſe Purgats* 
rie, tharito be matched with a froward Widdow, He 
that matchethhimſelfe ro a Widdow and three children, 
watcheth himſelfe to foure theeves. One having marryed 
with a Widdow,it was his lucke to bury her, but not be- 
fore he wasſore vexcd with her ; for atterwards he lying 
on his death-bed, his friends exhoreed him to pray unto 
Godthat his ſoule might reſt in heaven. And hee asked 
them this queſtion: Whither (ſayd hee) doe youthinke 
my wife is gone ? and they ſayd unto him, No doubtbur 
ehat your wife is gone to heaven before you; He replyed, . 
I care not whither I goe, ſoI goe not where my wite is, . 
for feare I meete with her,and be vexed with her as I have 
beene heretofore. 

Another having marryed with a Widdow, being one 
day at a Sermon,heard the Preacher ſay, Whoſoever will 
be ſaved, let him take up his crofle and follow mee; this 
mad fellow, after Sermon was ended,tooke his wife upon | 
his backe, and cameto the Preacher, and fayd; here ismy 
croſſe, I am ready to follow thee whither thou wilt. . 

Another having marrycd with a widdow, which ſhew+ 
ed herſclfe like a Saint abroad, bura Divell at home, 2 
friend of her husbands rold him), that hee had gottenhim 
a good, ſtill, and quiet witc;yea warry quoth the warrycd - 
man, you ſce my thooe is faire and aew, bur yer you know 
not where it pincheth me. 

Another - imerry companion having marryed with a - 
Widdow, and carrying her ovet the Sta into Frexce,there - 
ſuddeuly arolc a great ftorme, inſomuch that they _ 
I 3 all: 
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all danger of drowning; the Maſter of the Shippe called 


uatothe Marriners, and badethem take and throw over- 
boord all the heavieſt goods inthe ſhip; this married man 
Hearing him ſay ſo, he teoke his VViddow, and threw her 
over boord : and being asked the reaſon why he did ſo, he 
fayd, that he never felt any thing in his life that was ſo 
heavie to him as ſhe had bcene» 

Another having marryed with a Widdow, and within 
a while after they were maryed,fke went our inrothe Gar- 
den,and there finding her husbands ſhirt hang cloſe on the 
Hedge by her Maydes ſmocke, ſhce went preſently and 
hanged her ſclfe,upon a jealous conceir that ſhe rooke;and 
a-metrry fellow asking the cauſe why ſhe hanged her ſclfe, 
and being rold that it was for jealoulie, I would, ſayd hee, 
that all Trees did beare ſuch fruite. 

Thou mayeft thinke I have ſpoken enough concer- 
ning Widdowes; but the further I runne after them, the 
further I am from them; for they are the ſumme of the 
ſeavendeadly finnes, the friends of Sathan; and the gates 
of Hell, Now me thinketh I heare ſome ſay unto me, that 
Iſhould have told them this leflon ſooner, for too late 
commeth medicine when a paticnt is dead; even fo too 

.Jate commeth counſell, when it is paſt remedie, but iris 
better late than never, for it may be a warning to make 0+ 
thers wile; 

But why doe I make ſo long harveſt of fo little Corne? 
ſceing the Corne is bad, my barveft ſhallceaſe,for ſo long 
as womendoe ill they muſt not thinke to bee well ſpoken 


of; if you would be well reported of, or kept like the Role 


when it hath loſtthe colour, then you ſhould ſmell ſweet 
in the bud, as the Roſe doth; or it you would be taſted for 
eld wine, you ſhould be ſwectat the firſt, like a pleaſant 
Grape, 
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Grape;thenſhould you be cheriſhed for your courteſie,and 
comforted for your honcſtie, ſo ſhould you be preſerved 
like the ſweere Roſe, and eſteemed of as pleaſant Wine, 
But ro what purpoſe doe I goe about to inſtru you, 
knowing that ſuch as counſell the Divel), can never amend 
him of his evill> 
And ſo prayiog thoſe' which have already made their 
choiſe,and ſeene the trouble,and felt the tormentsthat are 
with Women, totake it merrily, and to cftceme of this 
booke onely, as thetoyes of an idle head. : 
Nor I would not have Women murmure againſt mee; 
for thatI have not written more bitterly againſt Men, 
for it is a very hard winter when one Wolfe cateth 
another, and it is alſo an ill Bird that defi- 
leth her owne Neſt, and amoſt un» 
kinde part of one manto 
ſpeake illof a+ 
nother, 


